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PREFACE,

The work of preparing for publication the Official Records of the
Union and Confederate Navies, which was begun July 7, 1884, was
organized under the superintendency of Professor J. R. Soley, U. S.
Navy, at that time librarian of the Navy Department, afterwards
Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

In August, 1890, the work of collecting these records and their clas-
sification was ably contmued by his successor, Lieutenant-Commander
F. M. Wise, U. S. Navy, who, having received orders to sea, was
relieved by Lieutenant-Commander Richard Rush, U. S. Navy, in
May, 1893.

The long-delayed publication was finally authorized by act of Con
gress approved July 31, 1894, and begun by Mr, Rush, The first
five volumes were published under his efficient administration, and
the important duty of organizing the office for the distribution of
these volumes was accomplished.

In March, 1897, Mr. Rush, having been ordered to sea, was suc-
ceeded by Professor Edward K Rawson, U. S, Navy, as superintend-
ent, under whose able administration volumes 6-14 were published.
Professor Rawson was detached and ordered to the U. S. Naval
. Academy September 20, 1902, and was succeeded by Mr. Charles W,
Stewart. ;

No change is ggntemplated at present in the outline of the plan of
publication as approved by the Department. This plan includes only
the use of such material as may be certified to be contemporaneous
naval records of the war, which is divided into three series, in the
following order of arrangement:

1. The first series embraces the reports, orders, and correspondence,
both Union and Confederate, relating to all naval operations on the
Atlantic and Gulf coasts and inland waters of the United States during
the war of the rebellion, together with the operations of vessels acting
singly, either as cruisers or privateers, in different parts of the world.
These reports are accompanied by occasional maps and diagrams,

In this series the papers are arranged according to squadrons and
flotillas, chronologically; and, as far as possible, the Union reports of
any events are immediately followed by the Confederate reports.

1x



X : ' PREFACE.,

II. The second series embraces the reports, orders, and corresp\ond-
ence relating to—

1. The condition of the Union Navy in 1861, before the com-
mencement of hostilities, and to its increase durmg the progress
of the war, including the annual and special reports of the Secre-
tary of the Navy and chiefs of the various bureaus.

2. The construction and outfit of the Confederate Navy, in-
cluding privateers, setting forth also the annual and special
reports of the Confederate Secretary of the Navy and chiefs of
bureaus.

3. Statistical data of all vessels, Umon and Confederate, as far
as can be obtained.

4, Returns of naval and -military property captured by the
navies of both sides during the war.

5. Correspondence relating to naval prlsoners

This series is also arranged chronologically in each of the above
sections as far as practicable,

ITI. The third series embraces all reports, orders, correspondence,
and returns of the Union and Confederate authorities not speclally
relatmg to the matter of the first and second series,

It is the intention of the Department to introduce throughout the
volumes of the different series illustrations of each class or type of
vessels referred to, in order to preserve the identity of these ships as
they actually appeared during the war. These cuts have been repro-
duced either from photographs of the vessels themselves or from the
carefully prepared drawings made from official sources.

Much difficulty has been found in collecting the records, for, while
the official reports of commanders of fleets and of vessels acting singly
are on file in the Navy Department, it is found that the correspond-
ence between flag-officers and their subordinates is frequently missing.
Without this squadron correspondence the histori¢al value of the
work would necessarily be impaired, and the Department therefore
has spared no pains to secure the letter books and papers of the chief
actors on both sides. These papers have for the most part been
obtained, and they have been copiously used in the compilation of
the work. The reports of the Union commanders are full and fairly
~complete. It is to be regretted, however, that the Confederste
records are not equally complete, due to the great difficulty found in
collecting them, and also to the fact that a large part of the archives
of the Confedemte Navy Department was burned at the close of the
war. Frequent careful searches throughout various parts of the
country, conducted by a special agent of\ the Department, have
brought to light many duplicates of these papers, foynd among the
personal files of participants. It is hoped that the publication will
revive the interest of participants in the events referred to, and lead
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them to bring to the notice of the Department the whereabouts of any
papers bearing upon naval operations in the civil war of which they
may have knowledge. : .

The twenty-second volume of the records (Series I, vol. 22), which
has recently been published by the Department, gives the operations
of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron from January 1, 1865, to
January 31, 1866, and the operations of the Naval Forces on Western
Waters from May 8, 1861, to April 11, 1862, The present volume.
(Series I, vol. 23) gives the operations of the Naval Forces on Western
Waters from April 12 to December 31, 1862.

The reports and correspondence are placed chronologically, with a
distinct heading for every paper. In the record of events in which
both sides took part the Confederate reports (where they could be
obtained) immediately follow the Union reports, while the miscella-
neous Confederate correspondence is placed at the end of the volume.
Reference to the table of contents will show the context of these Con-
federate papers. It is believed that the chronological arrangement
of the records, in connection with the full and complete index to each
volume, will afford ample means of reference to its contents without
other subdivision or classification. .In reports of special -or single
events, in which the papers bear specific relation to those events, the
chronological order has been somewhat modified, and such documents
have been placed together in the compilation.

' CHARLES W. STEWART,
Compiler,

Navy DEPARTh.dENT,
Washington, D. C., May, 1910.

. Nore.—The following is an extract from the law governing the dis-
tribution of the sets comprising the publication (act of Congress
approved July &b; 1904):

* * * Of said number, six thousand eight hundred and forty
copies shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, two thou-
sand one hundred and twelve copies for the use of the Senate, and one
thousand and forty-eight copies for the use of the Navy Department
and for distribution by the Secretary of the Navy among officers of
the Navy and contributors to the work. The quotas herein author-
ized of said publication for the Senate and House of Representatives
shall be sent by the Secretary of the Navy to such libraries, organiza-
tions, and individuals as may be-designated by the Senators, Rep-
resentatives, and Delegates of the Fifty-third Congress, it being the
purpose of this distribution herein provided for to place these records
in If)ublic libraries, and with permanent organizations having libraries,
so far as such libraries may exist in the several States and Territories.
Each Senator shall designate not exceeding twenty-fourand each Rep~
resentative and Delegate not exceeding nineteen of such addresses,
and the volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time, as they are
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published, until the publication is completed; and all sets that may
not be ordered to be distributed as provided herein shall be sold by the
Secretary of the Navy for cost of publication, with ten per centum
added thereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall be covered into the
Treasury. If two or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the
same address, the Secretary of the Navy shall inform the Senators,
Representatives, or Delegates who have designated the same, who
thereupon may designate other libraries, organizations, or individuals.
The Secretary of the Navy shall inform distributees at whose instance
the volumes are sent.

The following joint resolution regarding the distribution of th
work was approved January 30, 1896: :

Resolved by the Senate and House to Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the
Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to send the undis--
tributed copies of the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion,
both of the Union and of the Confederate navies, to such libraries,
organizations, and individuals as may be designated before the meet-
ing of the next Congress by the Representatives in the Fift;y’-fdurth
Congress of the districts whose Representatives in the Fifty-third-
Congress failed to designate the distributees of their quota of said
Official Records or any part thereof, as authorized by the act of Con-
gress approved July thirty-first, eighteen hundred and ninety-four,
and the joint resolution approved March- second, eighteen hundred
and ninety-five, to the extent and in the manner and form provided in .

said act.

The following is an extract from the act of Congress of May 28,
1896, which increased the edition from 10,000 to 11,000 copies:

* * * TFor printing, binding, and wrapping one thousand addi-
tional copies of series one, volumes one, two, three, and four, for

supplying officers of the Navy who have not received the work, two
thousand four hundred dollars. '



ORDER OF COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS.

SERIES I,

1. Operations of the cruisers, 1861-1865.

4

Uuion crufsers, — ’
West India (Flying) 8quadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Wilkes, U, 8, N, 1862-1863,
West India (Flying) Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U, 8. N., 1863-1864.
Confederate cruisers and privateers,

2. Operations in the Gulf of Mexico, January to June 7, 1861.

Surrender of the Pensacola Navy Yard,
Coopemtion of the Navy In the relief of Fort Pickens.

8. Operations on the Atlantic Coast, January to May 13 1861.

(‘ooperation of the Navy In the att.empts to relieve Fort ‘Sumter.
Abandonment and destruction of the Norfolk Navy Yard,
-Home S8quadron, under Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, 8, N,

4, Operations on the Potomac and Rappahaunnock Rivers, 1861-1865.

Potomac Flotilla, under Commander Ward, U. 8, N., 1861,
Potomac Flotilla, under Captain Craven, U. 8. N., 1861,

Potomac Flotilla, under Lieutenant Wyman, U, 8. N., 1861-1862,
Potomac Flotilla, under Commodore Harwood, U. 8. N., 1862-1863,
Potomac Flotilla, under Commander Parker, U. 8. N., 1863-1885.

5. Atlantic Blockading Squadrons, 1861-1865. -

Atlantle Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Stringham, U, 8, N., May 13 to Sept. 23, 1861,

West India S8quadron, under Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, 8, N,, 1861,

Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under lag-omcer Barron, C. 8. N.
Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Goldsburougi, U. 8. N,, 1861,

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Adimiral Goldsborough, U, 8. N., 1861-1862,

Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Lynch, C. 8. N

James Rlver Squadron, under Flag-O Officer Buchsanan, C. 8. N,

James River Squadron, under Flag-Officer Tattnall, C. 8. N.

James River Flotilla, under Commodore Wilkes, U. 8, N, 1862,

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8, N., 1862-1864,

James River Squadron, under Flag-Officers Forrest and Mitchell, C. 8, N,

*Naval Defenses Inland Waters of North Carolina, under Commander Pinkney, C, 8. N,

*Naval Defenses Cape Fear River, North Carolina, under. Flag-Officer Lynoh, C. 8. N,
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. N,, 1864-1865,

James River Squadron, under. Flag-omcers Mltchell and Semmes, C. S. N.

*Naval Defenses Cape Fear River, North Catollna, under Flag Officer Pinkney, C. 8. N.
North Atlantic Blockadlng Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Radford, U. 8. N., 1865.
South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Du Pont, U, 8. N., 1861-1863

*Naval Defenses of South Carolina and Georgia, under Flag-Officer Tattnall, C. S. N.

*Naval Defenses of Charleston Harbor, South Carol{na, under Flag-Officer Ingraham, C. 8, N,
South Atlantic Blockading 8quadron, under Rear-Admiral Dahigren, U. 8, N., 1863-1865,

*Naval Defenses of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag-Officer 'I‘ucker, C.8.N.

Naval Defenses of Savannah, Ga., under Flag-Officery Hunter and Tattnall, C. 8. N.

*The Confederate material under this head is very scant. It is therefore hoped that those who have

any Confederate naval documents upon the subject will communicate with the Office of Naval War Records,
Navy Department, Washington, D, C.

X1
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6. Gulf Blockading Squadrons, 1861-1865.

Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Mervine, U, 8. N., 1861.
Gulf Blockading 8quadron, under Flag—Oﬁicer MoKesn, U, 8, N., 1861-1862.
*Mississippl River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Hollins, C. 8. N,
East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer McKean, U, 8. N., 1862,
East Gulf Blockading S8quadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U. 8. N, 1862,
East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Balley, U, 8. N,, 1862-1864
Esst Gulf Blockading Squadron under Captain Greene, U. 8. N,, 1864.
East Gulf Blockading Squmiroh, under Acting Rear-Admiral Stribling, U. 8. N., 18&4-1865
West Gulf Blockading 8quadron, under Flag-Officér Farragut, U. 8. N., 1862-1863
Mortar Flotllla, under Commander Porter, U, 8. N.,, 1862,
Lower Mississippi River Defenses, under Commander J, K. Mitchell, C. 8. N., 1862,
*Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Officer Randolpl, C. 8. N.
Trans-Mississippl Marine Department, under Major Leon Smith, C. 8, A.
West Gulf Blockading 8quadron, under Commodore Beéll, U, 8. N. (ad Interim), 1863,
West Gulf Blockading 8quadron, under Rear-Admiral Farragut, U, 8. N., 1864,
*Mobile Defenses, under Admiral Buchanan, C, 8. N,
West Gulf Blockading 8quadron, under Commodore Palmer; U. 8. N,, 18641865,
West Gulf Blockading 8quadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U, 8. N., 1865,
*Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Officer Farrand, C. 8. N.

7. Operations on the Western Rivers, 1861-1865.

Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Commander Rodgers, U. 8. N,, 1861,

Naval Forces on Westernn Waters, Under Flag-Officer Foote, U, S, N., 1861-1862,
*Mississippi River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Hollins, C. 8, N,

Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Flag-Officer Davis, U. 8,'N., 1862.
*Mississippl River Defense Fleet, under Captain Montgomery, C. 8. A,
*Mississippt River Defenses, under Commander R. F. Pinkney, C. 8. N.
*Mississippl River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Lynch, C. S. N, ’

Mississippl S8quadron, under Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. N,, 1862-1864,

Mississippi 8quadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. N., 1864-1865.

_ *Naval Defenses of Red River, Louisiana, under Lieutenant J. H. Carter, C. 8. N.

*The Confederate material under this head Is very scant., It Is therefore hoped that those who have
any Confederate naval documents upon the subject will communicate with the Office of Naval War Records,
Navy Department, Washington, D. C.



UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR SERVING IN THE WESTERN FLOTILLAO
PRIL 182 TO DEOEMBER 31, 1862,

Neme, Rate. Tonnage. Class. Guns,
Abrahamb,............. .| Fourth.... 800 Paddle-wheel steamer..........
Alfred Robb Fourth.... 76 { Stern-wheel steamer 4
Baron De Kalbe Third..... 812 | Ironclad........... 14
......... Third. . 1,000 ], ....do, ... 16
Blaok Hawk a, Third..... 902 | Side-wheel steamer. ... ............. 8
Brillfant.................. . ..| Fourth 226 | 8tern-wheel steamer........ Tieeenen 4
0731 {1 Y Third..... 512°] Ironclad 13
Carondélet.............c.ooeveens. rd.....]  b512..... do 14
Chillieothe. . ... 1000010l t eedoaiai feeenrreeaneaanas 2
Cinolnnatf......................... .do. 14
Slde-wheel steamer 1

b Formerly:Viof
¢ Known also a3 Bt. "Louts,
d Known also as- New Uncle Sam,
e Known'also as Intrepid.

/ Formeérly C, 8, 8, General Bragg.

¢ Known also as De Soto.

A Formerly O, 8. mm Geneml Sterling Price.

1 Known also as Spit

4§ Known omclallﬁas U 8, 8. Fern.

k Known also as Erebus,

m Known also as Restles:

n Known officlally as U‘ , 8. Black Hawk.
o Known also as Florer.ce Miller. * . - -

» Known officlally 4s U S. 8, Mlstletoe

¢ Known omclally a3 U, S. 8, Baron De Kalb,

r Known officially as U, 8. 8. Thistle. -
# Known officially as U. 8. 8. Hyacinth.
¢ Formerly C. 8, ram General Sumter.

% Known also as Spiteful.

XV

: Ironclmd swar'n 1
Tronclad (eenter wheel) .............
8ide-wheel steamer..................
Scrow steam_er (1079 1
B | 8tern:wheel'steamer. ...............
General Bragg / ‘8{de-wheel steamer (ram)...... ...
General: Lron [ SR ‘| Paddle-wheel steamer. ... .. ..
. Qeneral’Plllow. . 50. Slde-wheel steamer (ram)
General Prices,. dovviadosiiiviiitisinenean.
Hde ... Stem-wheel steamer .......
QGreat Western -Side-wheel steamer (ordnance). .
Hyacinth ¢.......... Screw steamer'(tug).................
Indianola............... . Ironclad (stde wheels and screw) P
Intrepid’f.......ivviiiiniiiaa A R R T L O L ORI RPN
Judge Torrence.................... 600 Side-wheel steamer,. ................ 1
Jultet, . ...ooviiiinie e, -] Btern-wheel steamer................ 6
501 Sorew steamer (tug)................. 0
......................... Ironclad............................ 8
thtle Rebel L P .Borew steamer (ram).......¢........ 3
ulsville. ..ol Ironclad gunhoat (center wheel). .. 14
MarmorB: .. cveeerneerananeerannnss Smm-wheel swamer ................ 8
Mistletoem .. ... .. ...cooeiina ] Fourtho ] 0 B0 OB . oo iiiineeenerareeenannnenns 0
Mound Clty..........cveeeenn..t. Ironclad (centet wheel)............. 14
NewEra, . ...ooeeoiiiiiiiinnnnnn. rew steamer...................... [
New Natlonal........... Steamer (naval transport),.......... 1
New:Uncle8ama...........oeonc oo oo i
Pittsburg..........................] Third..... 512 | Tronglad (center wheel) 14
Rattlero...... 165 | Paddle-wheel sbeamer 6
Red Rover.. 786 | SBide-wheel steamer.. 1
Restless p. .. i e e i e eraa e a e
Romeo.............. 175 | Stern-wheel steamer......... 6
8t.Clair.............. 203 |..... L S 4
St Loufsq. . oooeieiiiiiaiieeaieeiieee el D PN
Ho Wood........coovvveveniieidesienioeedennennn.. Steamer (naval transport) ...................
1 P 160 Sbern-wheei steamer................ 6
Silver-Lake........cocvevvnnnenn.. 230 ). . 0.t 6
Soverelgn.........c.ooiiiiiinnn... 800 Pnddle-wheel steamer............... 0
Spltefulr. .o e
L7171 1Y N K S PO R
Sumtert. ... ...cciiiiiiiiiiiiinn... 400 | RAM...c.oiiiiiiiinianiinnnnnnnanns 2
Thistlev. .. cooviniiriiiidinnennna, 50 Paddle-wheel steamer............... 0
"l"‘;ler .............................. 575 | Side-wheel steamer................. 10
m, H, Brown ..... 800 | Paddle-wheel steamer............... 1
a Called Misslss Squadron after October 1,1862, ¢ Formerly C. S; S. thtle Rebel



CALENDAR.

. 1862.
APRIL. ‘ ' SHPTEMBER.
Son.| M. | T |W.| T | F |Sat|/8un| M | T |W.| T | F |8at
el Y| 20 8| 4| 5| .. 1| 2| 38| 4| 5| 6
6 7 8 911014111 12 7 8 91101111121} 13
1314 |15 |16 |17 |18 | 19 || 14 | 15|16 | 17 [ 18 [ 19 | 20
20 {21 [ 22123 (24 (2526 (2122|2324 (252627
27 128 (29130 .. | -- | - (1282930 . U U B
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NAVAL FORCES ON-WHSTERN WATERS

FROM APRIL 12 TO DECEMBER 31, 1862,

Operations against Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 12 to June b, 1862,
~ including engagement at Plum Point Bend, May 10.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, April 12, 1862.
: (Received 10 a. m., 13th.)

The flag-officer left New Madrid at noon with the flotilla and
mortar boats en route for Fort Pillow. A large body of troops
accompanied. ‘ ! _
. ) A A. M. PeNNoOCK,
‘ Senior Officer.
CHiIEr OF BUREAU OF ORDNANCE, _

' - Navy Department.

‘Report of Flag-OMcer Foote, U. 8. Navy, of the arrival of the flotilla at New
Madrid, Mo., en route to Ffort Pillow: .

U. S. Frae-SteaMER BENTON,
z o " New Madrid, April 12, 1862.

Stk: I arrived here last evening with the flotilla, consisting of
gun, mortar boats, tugs, towboats, and transports, and would this
morning have proceeded down the river, but am detained for the
present by the army, but hope. that General Buford’s two or three
regiments will be ready early to-morrow, in which case I shall pro-
ceed down the river to Fort Pillow, or any place where opposition
is made to'our progress toward Memphis. . A ,

I am informed that there are lying about 15 miles from this place.
down the river, some seven rebel gunboats, mounted with six and
seven rifled and large caliber guns, upon an averagej these are the
General Polk, Pontc%zartrain,Lz’m’ng&ton, McRae, Ivy, and one other,
name not known. It is hardly probable that these boats will make
a stand, but will run as we approach them till they reach the cover
of their heavy batteries. N ) o _ -

The fortifications at Fort Pillow, 80 or 90 miles above Memphis,
T am also informed on good authority, consist of a long line of breast-
works (some 3 to 5 miles), with a ditch and timber in front or before
' 3
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it, or in face, the fortifications being on top and at the front of steep
bluffs and running inland, with quite a number of guns placed along
the breastworks at the salient points. There are, or rather were, on
the 17th March, upward of forty heavy guns mounted at Fort Pil-
low, and 1,200 negroes working on the batteries still, to strengthen
this stronghold. The guns mounted are heavy rifled, some five or
six 10-inch columbiads, some 8-inch, and remainder 82-pounders.
We may also meet with some opposition at Osceola in running down
the river, as a battery is said to be planted there. \

As General Buford is ﬁrevented from accompanying us by Gen-
eral Pope’s directions, I shall proceed immediately toward Memphis
with the flotilla. General Pope, I believe, designs to follow this eve-
ning or to-morrow with quite a large force.

Please excuse this hurried communication, as the mail boat is wait-
ing and-we are getting underway. :

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foorg,
Flag-Officer.

Hon. Gipeon WELLES, ,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.'C.

Report of Flag-Officer Foote, U, 8, Navy, regarding the movement of bthe flotilla
and transports under Major-General Pope, U. 8. Army, to Fort Pillow.

. Frae-SteAMER BENTON;
Off Fort Pidlow, April 1}, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 11th instant I pro-
ceeded with the flotilla from Island No. 10 to New Madrid, and 1éft
that place with all our force on the 12th instant, and anchored the
same evening near and just below the Arkansas line, 50 miles distant
from New Madrid. ‘ ; . « -

Early in the morning General Pope, with transports conveying his -
army of 20,000 men, arrived from New Madricf At 8 a. m. five
rebel gunboats rounded the point below us, when the gunboats, the
Benton in advance, immediately got underway and proceeded in pur-
suit and when within long range opened upon the rebels, followed by
the Carondelet and Cincinnati 'ia)md ‘the other boats. After an ex-
change of some twenty shots, the rebel boats rapidly steamed down
the river and kept beyond our range till they reached the batteries of
Fort Pillow, a distance of more than 30 miles. We followed them
until within a mile of Fort Pillow, within easy range of their bat-
teries, for the purpose of making a good reconnoissance, at consider-
able exposure, however, but it was not till we had rounded to, and ran
some distance upstream, when the enemy opened fire upon us, and
then with no effect, their shot, most of them, going beyond us. Hav-
ing accomplished our object, I tied the flotilla up to the banks on the
Tennessee side out of range of the forts for theTight. S

General Pope, with Assistant Secretary Scott, came aboard at 3
p. m., when it was arranged that the mortar boats should be placed
in the morning on the Arkansas shore, within range of the forts, to
be protected by the gunboats, and General Pope, with most of his
force, should-land 5 miles above, with the view of getting his army,
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if possible, to the rear of the fortifications and make the attack in
;ean while we should, with gun and mortar boats, attack them in
ront, ' ‘ - . S

This place has a long line of fortifications, with guns of heavy
caliber; their number or the number of their men I have 1ot yet been
able to ascertain. The secession feeling here, as I learn from several
persons coming on board, is very strong, and they express the opinion
that the resistance will be very determined.

3 p. m,—General Pope has returned with his transports, and informs
me that he is unable to reach the rear of the rebels from any point of
‘the river above, and proposes to cut a canal on the Arkansas side,
which will enable us to get three or four of the gunboats below and
thus enable him to cross the river below the uppér forts, and thus cut
off the batteries. We shall thus have three ironclad boats above and.
four below, which, I presume, will be all that will be required in case
the six gunboats of the rebels make an attack upon either division, as
three of our gunboats ought successfully to cope with six of theirs,

~ The mortars are now firing and have driven the rebel gunboats out
of range down the river. I shall continue to keep the Department
informed-of all movements. :

The effect of my wound has quite a depressing effect upon nie,
from the increased inflammation and swelling.of my foot and leg,
which have induced a febrile action, depriving me of a good deal of
sleep and energy. I can not give the wound that attention and rest
it absolutely requires until this place is captured.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servait, »
’ - ‘ A. H. Foorg,
~ Flag-Officer.
Hon. GipeoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.j

Cairo, April 15, 1862.
_ o (Received 1€th.)

The flotilla has been within three-quarters of a mile of Fort Pillow
and then, returning, took up a position 2 miles farther up. The rebel
gunboats escaped below the fort.

Ten mortar boats aré in position and had opened fire, |

This is up to 6 o’clock last evening. General Pope’s command oc-
cupy the Arkansas side of the river.

. A. M. PENNOCK,

. Senior Naval Offficer.
CHiEer oF BUREAU OF ORDNANCE, | :
. - Navy Department.
[Telegram.}

Prrrseure Lanpine, [TeNN.], April 15, 1862.

I have ordered General Pope’s army to this place, but I think you
had best continue the bombardment of Fort Pillow, and if the enemy
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- should abandon it, take possession or go down the river as you may
deem best.
General Pope will leave forces enough to occupy any fortifications

that may be taken.
H. W. HaLLEcK,

M ayor- General.
Flag-Officer Foore,
Mississippi River.

Carro, Apml 16’ 1862,
(Recelved 17th.)

The mortars opened fire on the 14th and soon cleared the river of all
vessels, the shells falling in the rebel cam
. The rebel works are strong and extensxve, and there will be much
labor to get in their rear. -

Two deserters came on board the gunboats and say Thomas [B.]
Huger is in command at Fort Pillow and Hollins gone below.

- A. M. PenNock,
, ~. - Senior Officer.
Cuier oF Bureau oF ORDNANCE, -
Navy Department.

[Telegram.]

Letter from Major-General Pope, U. S. Army, to Flag-omcer Foote, U. 8. Navy,
transmitting copy of orders from Major-General Halleck

“HEeADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE MIsSIsSIPPT, '
On board steamer J. D. Perry, April 16’ 1862.
Sir: I have the honor to enclose copy of dispatch this moment re-
ceived from General Halleck.
I will leave with<you two strong regiments, sufﬁclent to garrlson
Fort Pillow when it 1s evacuated. I move with my command to-night.
- I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
- JNo. POPE,
Mayor-Geneml Uommandmg

Flag-Officer A. H. Foorx, U. S. Na
Comman. yng Flotzlla

{Enclosure.]

Prrrssure LanpiNG, April 16, 186'2

Move with your army to this place, leaving troops enough ‘with
Commodore Foote to land and hold Pillow should the enemy’s forces

withdraw. ~-
. ‘H.W., HALLECK,
— Mayor-@eneml
Major-General J~o. Popk. '
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Letter from Major-General Pope, U. 8. Army, to Flag-Oficer Foote, U, 8, Navy,
transmitting ~copy of orders issued to Colonel Fitch, U, 8. Army, regarding
cooperation. : ) . .

HrADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE MISSISSIPPI, ;
v  On board steamer J. D. Perry, April 16, 1862.
Sir: I have the honor to enclose copy of order delivered to Colonel
Fitch, commanding Indiana brigade. v
I shall leave between 5 and 6 o’clock to-morrow morning.
I am sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: Jno. Porg,
; L Major-General, Commanding.
Flag-Officer A. H. Foors, ,. . : '
: Commanding Flotilla. -

[Enclosure.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE MISsIsSIPPI,
On board steamer J. D. Perry, April 16, 1862.
CoroNpL: The main portion of this army will move to-night. You
will remain at this place with the two regiments under your com-
mand on board. two steamers, which will be furnished to you by
Bx;i\gi’ﬁdiérLGéneral‘_'Palmer. . S o
o tho;fllghl not under the command of Flag-Officer Foote, command-
ing the flotilla, you will render him every possible assistance in his
operations upon the river, communicating and cooperating with him
as may be necessary. = e
You will continue the examination of the flats and bayous in this
vicinity, to determine if it be practicable to cut through to the river a
- passageway for boats, and if it be found practicable, you will com-
mence the work at once, and will hasten it to completion with the
troops under your.command. -
In case Fort Pillow should be surrendered or.evacuated, you will
immediatély"‘c)'céﬁp{‘thé place with your command. _
You will report by letter at every opportunity to the general com-
manding this army your progress and position, giving a detailed and
full account of all matters pertaining to your command, and directed
to Pittsburg, Tenn. S
By order of General Poye:
' : ~ Speep BuTLER,
L Assistant Adjutant-General.
Colonel Granam N, Frron, o
Commanding Indiana Brigade.

Report of Flag-Oficer Foote, U, §. Navy, announcing the withdrawal of the
forces under Major-Generil Pope, U. 8, Army, for operations in the Tennessee

River. _ : . Wil et
. ~'Frae-SteaMErR BENTON,
o ‘ ~ Of Fort Pillow, April 17,1862.
Str: I have the honor to inform the Department that yesterday

~and the day preceding I had, with General Pope, made such arrange-
ments, by combining our own ‘'with the forces of the army, that our
possession of this stronghold seemed to be inevitable in less than six
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days. I'had even:stronger.hopes.ofithis.desirable result than I enter-
tained even at [Island] No.'10 till'the actual-surrender was tendered.
Our object then, after léaving a force to garrison the place, was to
proceed to Memphis immediately, where, I had good authority for
stating, we .would have been received without.opposition. But the
sudden withdrawal of the entire army of General Pope this morning,
under orders' to'proceed ‘directly up'the Tennessee River to join Gen-
eral Halleck’s command at Pittsburg, has frustrated thé 'best matured
and most ‘hopefil plans and expectations ‘thus far formed in this
expedition. '%wo volunteer regiments under command of.' Colonel
Fitch ‘were left here by Genera%Pope to cooperate with the flotilla.
While T deeply regret the withdrawal of General Pope’s command, I
am not at all questioning the propriety and eventhe necessity of its
presence at Pittsburg, and I s sillp-use every exertion, with the force -
remaining, to accomplish good results. .
It is a great object to obtain early possession of this place and
Memphis, as ten of the rebel gunboats.are now at Fort Pillow and ten
- others are reported as-en route to Memphis and.daily expected at that
lace. It is reported that Commander Hollins left Fort Pillow on
unday to bring up the heavy gunboat Louisiana, now about com-
pleted at New Orleans. ‘With the.exception of this latter vessel, how-
ever, we have little to apprehend from the other rebel gumnboats,
according to the representation of the four or six deserters lately
coming -to us from ‘tx;xe gunboats at Fort Pillow. At all events, the
Department may rest assured of every exertion being nade on our
part to accomplish the great work entrusted to this expedition. .
T send. herewith copies of orders from Generals' Halleck and Pope,
from which it will be seen, by one from the latter to' Colonel Fitch,
that, while T am- acting under the orders of General Halleck, and the
gunboats absent from my immediate command are acting under 'those
of the generals where they are, that even a colonel here is wholly
independent of my orders and command. If this be right, T presume
that this command is also equally independent of the army, and that
I am to govern myself accordingly. .
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
’ A. H. Foore, Flag-Officer.
~ Hon. GipeoN WELLES, :
- Secretury of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

Report ot Flag-Oficer Foote, U. 8, Navy, expre‘ssing regret at the delay caused
: by the withdrawal of troops under Major-General Pope, U, 8. Army.

U. S. FLAG-STEAMER BENTON,

Off Fort Pillow, April 19, 1862.
:S1ir: I have the.honor.to inform the Department that; since my last
- communication of the 17th instant, we have been occasionally throw-
-ing shells into the rebel fortifications from the mortar boats, which
have ‘been ‘returned ‘from: their rifled guns without producing any
effect. Ours have:compelled one.encampment to remove its quarters;
alx;d Afrom -several deserters we learn, have .otherwise discomfited
them. - '
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One or two examinations made by Colonel Fitch, commanding the
two regiments left to cooperate with the flotilla by General Pope on
withdrawing his army, have been unsuccessful Ltﬁu's far in finding
a bayou for our boats and a position below Fort Pillow where'a bat-
tery can be placed to command the river below. I shall again render
him assistance by sending our small boats, in hopes that at a:distance
farther up the river we may be.able to discover a bayou leading into
a lake in which water sufficienit may be found for our gunboats, with
a view of erecting a battery under: their protection which will block-
ade the river below and enable his force, although not exceeding
1,500'men, to come upon'the'rebels in rear, while, with the remaining

- gunboats here, we attack them in front. , , '

I am greatly exercised about our position lere, on account, of the
withdrawal of the army of 20,000 men, se important an_element in-
the capture of the place. Fort Pillow has.for its defense at least forty
heaxg guns in position and nine gunboats, six of them, however, being
wooden boats, but armed with heavy guns, with a force of 6,000

“troops. Our force consists of seven ironclads and one wooden gun-
boat, sixteen mortar boats, only available in throwin§ shells at a
distance and even worse than useless for defense, and a land force of |
two regiments not exceeding 1,600 troops. Under these circum-
stances an attack on our 'part, unless -we can first establish a battery
below the fort under the protection of the gunboats, and to cooper-
ate with ‘it after its completion, would 'be extremely hazardous,
although its attempt might prove successful, and even be good policy
under other circumstances, ‘but it can hardly now be so regarded, as
a disaster would place ‘all that we have gained on this and other
rivers at the mercy of the rebel fleet, unless the batteries designed to
command the river from below are completed at No. 10 or at Co-
lumbus, which I very much doubt. I therefore hesitate about a di-
rect attack upon this place now, more than I should were the river
above properly protected, although by it, and loss of time, the rebels
may succeed 1n getting up to Fort Pillow their entire fleet of gun-
boats. ‘As I stated .in my last communication, had not General Pope’s
army been withdrawn, we have every reason for believing that a plan
we had adopted would have insured the fall of Fort Pillow in four
days, and enabled us to have moved on Memphis in two days after-
wards, It has always been my eéxpectation that a large army would
cooperate with the gunboats, and now the fall of Corinth and move-
ment of our troops on to Memphis seem to be essential to our holding
this place and reaching Memphis with the flotilla. , ,

T am surprised to see published in the papers that I have informed
the War Department that several gunboats are below Fort Pillow,
and that Commodore Foote regards its earlk'vcaptu‘re as certain, 1
have not, of course, communicated with the War Department at all,
neither have I ever said anything to warrant any portion of the
fabricated notice in the papers. .

T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

- v A. H. Footg, .

e . Flag-Offficer.

. Hon, GmeoN VY ELLES, :

- - Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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[Telegrnm.,] . - ’
o R Carro, April 19, 1862—10 p. m.
News from ‘the flotilla to 18th, morning. The mortars continued
firing to the annoyance of the enemy. : o
. The flag-officer thinks the fort would have been taken in a few days
if the army had not been withdrawn. R
‘General Pope’s army left to-day, upward bound.
No communication with Cairo by rail nearer than Mound City.
Magazines flooded; ammunition saved and stored in scows and
steamers. River rising, and nearly over top of levee, ,
Let us know in time if flag-officer is to officer the rams building at
Pittsburg and Cincinnati. ' T
: A. M, PenNooK,
For Flag-Officer:
Cuier oF BUrReaU oF ORDNANCE,
Navy Department.

[Telegram.] ’
Carro, IrL., April 19, 1862.
On the evening of the 16th  General Pope received an order from
General Halleck to move his army immediately to Pittsburg Landing,
leaving with gunboats force enough to garrison Fort Pillow, if evac- -
uated by the enemy. Our fleet legt Fort Pillow next morning at day-
light, and will all pass Cairo during this night. Two regiments were
left with gunboats. I report fully %y mail, and will go up Tennessee,
reporting daily by telegraph and mail if possible.
Traomas A. Scorr.
Hon. E. M. StaNTON, :
Secretary of War.

Report of Flag-Officer Foote, U. 8. Navy, regarding continued hombardment of
the batteries at Fort Pillow.
U. S. Frag-Steamer BentOoN,
 Of Fort Pillow, April 23, 1862,

Sm: I have the honor to inform the Department that since my
last communication, with the exception of a day or two, when'the
heavy rains caused the mortars to recoil dangerously on the wet plat-
form, we have been shelling the rebel batteries at Fort Pillow, and
most of the time kept their gunboats beyond our. range. Colonel
Fitch, in command of the 1,200 infantry left here by General Pope,
has been examining bayous and creeks with a view of getting guns to
blockade the river and prevent the new gunboats from coming up
from New Orleans and Memphis; biit, as the rebels are in great force,
and no tools or convenierces for cutting through the swamps were
left by General Pope when his army, so anfortunately for us, was
withdrawn, he has made as yet no satisfactory progress. .=

I am doing all in my power toward devising ways and means pre-
paratory to a successful attack on the forts, and shall continue to do
so, but as the capture of this place was predicated upon a lirge land
force cooperating with the flotilla, or its being turned by the army
marching upon Memphis; and considering the difficulties of fighting
the flotilla downstream with our slow boats, compared with upstream
work, the Department will not be sur‘prﬁeci at our delay and having
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~ made no further progress toward the capture of this stronghold of
the rebels. = I shall, however; do all in' my power to be successful here,
- and exert myself even beyond my impaired health and strength to-
ward the accomplishment of this great object. -

The rebels are stron%ll’y' fortified on land, and have eleven gun-
boats lying near, or rather bélow their fortifications. A resident of
the place informs me this morning that thirteen gunboats are now-
here, seven of which, however, are mere river steamers, with boilers
und machinery sunk into hold and otherwise protected, but they
. carry -from four, six, to eight guns of heavy caliber, some of whic

are rifled: The other boats are iron-plated or filled in with cotton.
~The large steamer of sixteen or twenty guns, being plated and named
the Louisiana, has not arrived, but is daily expected from New
Orleans. - ; S '
I have thus given the Department the best information- I can
obtain from the most reliable sources from resident Union men and
the twelve deserters from the enemy, whose accounts, however, are
conflicting, many of them giving fabulous numbers of men, guns, and
gunboats. We have not force enough to hold the place if we take it.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: - A. H. Foore, :
, Flag-Officer.
‘Hon. GeoN WEeLLES, ‘
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

P. S.—In a picket skirmish yesterday the rebels lost one killed, and

one or two wounded, no loss on our side. A. H. F.

" [Prlvéte.]

Mrs. General Buckner, when here from Columbus, said that there
they feared the %unboats, and only the gunboats, and she was anxious
to visit them. - The rebel papers and prisoners all say that the gun- -
boats demoralize their army. - ; ,

In Pillow’s official report, who says that he and Floyd were in Fort
Donelson, and that the gunboats made a most desperate attack upon
it, and did the fort great injury, but that the fort sunk two of the

nboats and disabled the other two. The rebels in person and im
t eiripa\{)‘egrs]speak with great respect -of the gunboats. An army
major told me that we were pﬁfgose_lgr held back from Nashville that
‘General Buell might take it, although that officer sent for a gunboat,
which went off Nashville before he entered the city. General Halleck
refers to General Smith taking possession of Clarksville and says not
a word about gunboats, whereas three days before, I took possession,
hoisted our flag on the forts, and issued my proclamation, - - ‘

A : - [A. H. Foore.]

"Pillow’s official report was destroyed by mistake. I get this infor-
mation from Lieutenant Shirk. .

Report of Flag-Officer Foote, U. 8. Navy, prbpdsing an initiative movement by
running the blockade of Fort Pillow.
Frac-SteaMER BENTON,
~ : , Off Fort Pillow, April 30, 1862.
Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that, from infor-
mation deemed reliable, the rebels have thirteen gunboats and rams -
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a few miles below Fort Pillow, and that on:the 27th instant, at 8
a. m., an attack was contemplated by those boats on the flotilla, and
preparations made accordingly. The attack, however, has not taken
place. The reason assigned forits delay, or abandonment, as given
by several deserters, is that a council of war was held and the rebels
concluded the attack ‘was impracticable. We are prepared for an
attack at any moment, but unless there is an additional number of
rebel gunboats reinforcing them, I question whether the attack will.
be made. Should ‘it be-made, however, our position here is a bad
one, as ‘our slow steamers can hardly stem the current, and in grap-
pling with the enemy we should drift under the guns of the fort,
which are but 4:or 5 miles:below the upper:gunboats. .In view of this,
there are strong reasons for our taking the initiative, and in a dark
night, by running the blockade, get below the fort and attack' the
rebel boats ‘and rams with our seven ironclad gunboats. I should
much prefer this course, and our officers and men are ready for the
hazardous service, which, if successful, would enable us to turn from
below, after destroying the rebel fleet, and attack the fort upstream,
~and afterwards proceed to Memphis. ;

~ On the other hand, the objections are that in running the blockade
we might leave one or two rebel steamers behind us, which would
come up to destroy our transports, mortar boats, and command the
river above us, soon leaving us without coal or ammunition below;
and, added to this, we have but 1,200 troops, a portion, or one regi-
ment of which, a military officer of .rank informs me, is not in all
respects efficient, and thus the force is not equal to holding. the
place, while we should proceed on to Memphis; and again, if dis-
aster should occur to us, the rebel gunboats would have complete
possession of the river-or rivers above us, as I believe that No. 10 is
[has] 'not ‘even yet had its'guns mounted to command the river, al-
though I'have strongly urged it. Had'(General Pope not:been ordered
away with his 20,000 troops, we should, before this,humanly speaking,
[have% been in possession of Fort. Pillow and Memphis, and even
had the general left a sufficient number of troops under General
Buford, whoso éffectually:cooperated ‘with me:at No. 10 and wanted
to remain with me with his 2,000 men, we would-have:been-able to
do more than we can do now, although:Colonel Fitch.is an officer of
the highest intelligence and 'gallantry, but wants more men.

The Department will see from this statement the difficulties and
embarrassment of m{" osition. My course of action must soon be
decided upon, and T shall act with a'single eye to what is deemed best,
under the circumstances, to insure success in our operations. - .

I must beg the indulgence of the Department for:the -appearance
“of this communication, as I am especially weak and unfit for writing

to-day. : ‘ .
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
' : S A. H. Foore,
Flag Offcer.

Hon, GipeoN ‘WELLES, .
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Order of Captain Davis, U..8..Navy, to. Commander. Dove; U. 8. Navy, commanding
U. 8. 8; Louisville, to report:for duty at Fort Pillow or below, '

U. S: FrLag SteAMER BENTON,
‘ v ~ Off Fort Pillow, May 10y 1862.
Sir: On the receipt of ‘this order l]you' will ‘immediately get under-
way with your vessel and make all’ possible dispatch in reporting
_ yourself to me at this point or below.. ,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. . ‘ C. H. Davis,
Captain, Commanding Western Flotilla, Mississtppi River.
Commander’ B.. M. Dovg, U. S..Navy,
Commianding. Gunboat. Lbuz‘svgle, Hickman, Ky.

e et

Order of Flag-Oficer Davis, U. 8, Navy, to the captain of Bell-Bout No. 8.

U. S. Frae Steamer BeNTON,.
Of Fort Pillow, May 10, 1862.

The captain of the Bell-Boat No. 8 will be pleased to make all pos-
sible dispatch in reaching this squadron.

The services of ‘the boat are required: for the Government use imme-
diately, and whatever private engagements the boat may have they
must be for the present disregarded.

‘ C. H. Davis,

~ Captain, Commanding Western Flotilla, Mississippi River.

[Telegram.]

' Fraesair Benton,
Above Fort Pillow, Mississippi River; May 10, 1862.
L (Via Carro, I1l., 11th.)

The naval engagement for which thie rebels have been: preparing

took place this morning: The rebel fléet, consisting of eight iron-

clad 1g\mboai;s, four of which were fitted with rams, came up hand-

somely. The action lasted one hour. Two of the rebel gunboats were

blown up and one sunk, when the enemy retired, precipitately under

- the guns of the fort. Only six vessels of my squadron weve engaged.

The Cincinnati sustained some injury from' the rams, but will be in
ﬁ%htinﬁ condition to-morrow. Captain Stembel distinguished him-’

self. He.is seriously wounded. The Benton is uninjured. Mortar
boat No. 16,.in charge of Second Master Gregory, behaved with great

spirit. - The rebel squadron is supposed to be commanded by (%om-

modore Hollins. R : , '
. C. H. Dauvis,

Captain, Commanding Western Flotilla,
Mussissippt River pro tem.
Hon. Gioeon WeLLES,
Secretary Navy.
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Report of Captain Davis, U. 8. Navy, commanding Mississippi Flotilla pro .tcni.,
regarding engagement at Plum Point Bend, above Fort Pillow. -

U. S. Frae-SteaAMER BENTON,
, ~ Of Fort Pillow, May 11, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that yesterday
morning, a little after 7 o’clock, the rebel squadron, consisting of
eight ironclad steamers, four of them, I believe, fitted as rams, came
around the point at the bend above Fort Pillow and steamed gal-
lantly up the river, fully prepared for a regular engagement.

The vessels of this squadron were lying at the time tied up to the
hank of the river, three on the eastern and four on the western side,
and (as they were transferred to me by Flag-Officer Fdote) ready for
action. Most of the vessels were prompt in obeying the signal to
follow the motions of the commander-in-chief. -

The leading vessels of the rebel squadron made directly for mortar
boat No. 16, which was for a moment unprotected. Acting Master
Gregory and his crew behaved with great spirit; during the action.
he hgre his mortar eleven times at the enemy, reducing the charge
and diminishing the elevation. o , ,

Commander gtembel,' in the. gunboat Céncinnati, which was the
leading vessel in the line on that side of the river, f’qllowe‘d immedi-
ately by Commander Kilty, in the gunboat Mound City, hastened to .
the support of the mortar boat, and were repeatedly struck by the
enemy’s rams, at the same time that they disabled the enemy and
drove him away. C .

The two leading” vessels in the middle of the enemy’s liné were
successfully encountered by this ship. The boilers or steam chest
of one of them was exploded by our shot, and both of them were dis-
abled ; they, as well as the first vessel encountered by the Céncinnati,
drifted down the river, , , o

Comander Walke informs me that he fired 4 50-pound rifle shot
through the boilers of the third of the enemy’s gunboats of the west-
ern line, and rendered her, for the time being, helpless. All of these
vessels might easily have been captured if we had possessed the means
of towing them out of action, but the steam power of our gunboats
is so disproportionate to the bulk of the vessels that they can accom-
plish but little beyond overcoming the strength of the current, even
when unencumbered. } 2 o

The action lasted during the better part of an hour, and took place
at the closest quarters. The enemy finally retreated with liaste below
the guns of Fort Pillow. L A

thave to call the especial attention of the Department to the
allaritry and good conduct exhibited by Comimanders Stembel and
%(ilty’ and Lieutenant Commanding S. L. -Phelps. L

I regret to say that Commander Stembel, Fourth Master Reynolds,

and one of the seamen of the Cincinnati, and one of the Mound City,

* were severely wounded ; the other accidents of the day were slight.

The Cincinnati and Mound City are injured, and must, sooner or
later, go up .the river to be repaired. - , o
gI have the honor to be, your most obedient servant,
. C. H. Davis,
Captain, Commanding Mississippi Flotilla pro tem.
Hon. Giokon WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Report of Commander Walke, U. 8, Ravy,. oonimanding' U. 8. 8. Carondelet,
regarding engagement at Plum Point Bend. .

P U. S. Guxsoat CaroxpeLeT, May 10, 1862.
Sir: About half past 6 o’clock this morning the rebel fleet, con-
sisting of eight gunboats, made their appearance, steaming up the
river toward our mortar boat and the gunboat (incinnati. 1 had all
hands called, beat to quarters immediately, and prepared for action.
About 6:30 got underway by your order and steamed down the
river toward the enemy’s leading boat, which appeared to be a ram,
intent on running down the Cincinnate. o
Being about three-eighths of a mile distant; I opened fire on her
~ with our bow guns: The ram ran into the C¢ncinnati, striking her on
the starboard quarter as she attempted to avoid the enemy’s prow, fir-
ing her broadside and bow guns into her before and during the colli-
sion. Both vessels turned, the Oincinnati heading up the river, and
the ram down the river, evidently disabled and unmanageable, as she
dropped down without firing a shot, as far as I saw or can ascertain.
I kept our bow guns firing upon her until two other rebel gunboats
cam3 up, steaming rapidly for the Céncénnati, when I turned our
bow guns on them, bringing our port‘broadsicfe guns to play upon
the ram. As the enemy’s second and third gunboats approached the
Cincinnats, we fired a 50-pound rifled shot (apparently) through the
boilers of one_of them while running ‘into the Cincinnati, as they
exploded immediately, and she dropped downstream, helpless, leaving
her consort above us. By this time we had drifted down below the
rest of our fleet. .Our head being up the river, we kept our broadside
and stern guns constantly firing on the enemy’s fleet nntil they re-
treated out of sight, : o 3
We were struck by fragments of an exploded shell; also by two
rapeshot, amidships, which appeared to come from the gunboat
%’z’ttsburg. She fired several shot just over us and we were at the
time more in dread of her shot than those of the enemy, but provi-
dentially there were no killed or wounded on board the Carondelet.
We expended fifty-seven 64-pounder, 32-pounder and rifled solid shot,
and three rifled shells. - ' ,
Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
_ H. WaLEE,
- Commander, U. 8. Navy.
Commodore C. H. Davis, '
‘Commanding Mississippi Flotilla.

Report of Second Master Gregory, U. 8. Navy, regarding' engagement at Plum

Point Bend. ' . \
May 10, 1862.

‘Str: I have the honor. to report that in accordance with your order,
I have opened fire from mortar boat No. 16 upon Fort Pillow at 6
o’clock a. m. ' L V o

After firing five shells the enemy’s gunboats rounded the .point
above the fort in full view and not more than three-fourths of a mile
distant. I at once trained my mortar upon them, loaded for that
short range, and fired, bursting my shell directly over them. I con-
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tinued that practice during the-engagement that ensued; which lasted
about forty minutes, in which our whole fleet: of gunboats were en-
gaged as also were theirs, . .
uring the action I received two 32-pound shots through my boat
%bove the deck. Several appeared to go over us. We had no one
urt.
The enemy retired, with what damage I'do not know: _
I continued to fire aftér their retreat until 5 p..m., when I received
orders to cease firing. I have expended 57 charges during the day.
All of which is respectfully submitted. :
o . T. B. GreGory, -
Second Master, in charge of one diviston of the mortar boats.
Capt. HEnry E. MAYNADIER,
Commanding U. 8. Mortar Boats on the
Western Waters, near Fort Pillow.

[ Bnclosure:]

Mortar boat No. 16, in charge of Second Master Gregory, partici-
pated in the engagement, firing the first:shell 'and.continuing the firing
during the action.. A rei)elgunboat, supposed:to be the:Sumter; came
within 60 feet of the mortar boat and fired two 82-pound:ishot through
the iron blinds, and two volleys of musketry, which:did: not penetrate.
The crew of the-boat consisted:of the second master and 14: men, none
of whom were injured. ' ‘

Respectfully submitted. : -

‘ Henry E. MAYNADIER,
Captain, U. S. Army.

" [Telegram.]

, \ Camo, May 11, 1862.
The rebel gunboats and rams made an.attaclz. on.our flotilla: yester-
day morning. 'Two of their gunboats were blown up and one sunk.
Thé remainder returned with all possible-haste to the protection of

their guns at Pillow.
Wwu. K. StroNg,

Brigadier-General.
Major-General HALLECK. "

e e

Report of Captain Davis, U. 8. Navy, annouﬁc}ng'the death of Fourth Muster
Reynolds, of the: U. 8. 8. Cincinnati. »

U. S. Frag-Steamer BENTON,
_ ' . Of Fort Pillow, Muy 12, 186%.
Sir: It is with great regret that I have to inform the Department
that Mr. G. A. Reynolds; fourth master of the U. S.  gunboat (incin-
nati, died: this morning at 2 o’clock from the wound received during
the engagement on the morning of the 10th instant.
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He was a young man of unblemishéd character, and distinguished
himself during the engagement and while at the closest quarters with
the enemy, by courage and devotion to his duty. e
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. ' C. H. Davis,
Captain, Commanding Western Flotilla, Mississippi River.
Hon. GipeoNn WELr s, ' '
Secretary of vhe Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Captain Davis, U. 8. Navy, regarding injuries to vessels, Captain

Stembel’s wounds, and the valor of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hoel, of the

U. 8. 8. Cincinnatli, '

U. S. Frag-STteaMer BEnTON,
o Of Fort Pillow, May 12, 1862. -

Sir: The gunboats Mound City and Cincinnati were so much in-
jured by the enemy’s rams that it was necessary to run them on the
banks. When the former was freed from water it was discovered
that it was impossible to repair her here; she was therefore sent to
Cairo yesterday. The Cincinnati is not yet clear, but I have sent for
the necessary means. I ai in hopes, when we are able to examine her
injuries, that we shall find it possible to repair her with the means
in our own hands. .

. The severity of Captain Stembel’s wounds rendered it expedient,
according to medical advice, to send him to Cairo.

After he was wounded, the command of the Cincinnati devolved
upon Acting [Volunteer] Lieutenant William R. Hoel. T can not
praise more than they deserve his high valor and.ability. He sets
the highest example to those below him, and if it were possible to

ive hini a permanent position-worthy of his merits, the Navy would
the gainer as well as himself. , , ’

Our scouts report the enemy employed in repairing their gunboats.
The present reduced number will probably be increased by additions
from below. Flag-Officer Foote thought it might be the intention of
the enemy to pass the flotilla and ascend the river, and if they should
attempt to do so, such is their vast superiority in speed, that pursuit
“would be hopeless. Everything indicates an intention on the part of
the enemy to come up again; and if there are rams, as I understand
there are, being fitted up under the direction of the War Depart-
ment, at i’,ittstrg, Cincinnati, or elsewhere, for service in this river,
now 1s the time to make them useful. _

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

! ' o C. H. Davis,

Captain, Commanding Western Flotilla, Mississippi River.

Hon. Gipeon WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy; Washington, D. C.

[Endorsement 1.}

Dm GENERAL: Can’t the rams be hurried ¢
- Yours, . o

. , Fox.
. . 49518~—~N:'W B--vOL 283—09—2 :
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[Endorsement 2,]

Mr. Watson says that all that can be done to'hurry up the rams is
already done. Of the two heaviest vessels, one started for New
Albany last night and the other will start to-morrow night, guns or
no guns. These are the last.

Yours, respect fully, M. C. Mzies.

G. V. Fox, Esq.,
Assistant Secretary Navy.

Report of Captain Davis, U. 8. Navy, referring to the position of the flotilla
- since the action at Plum Point.

U. S. Frag-SteaMErR BENTON,
Off Fort Pillow, May 13, 1862.

Sik: Since my communication of yesterday nothing of real im-
portance has transpired.

As a result of the engagement of Saturday the flotilla occupies a
position nearer to Fort Pillow than before. .

Hoping to profit by this, the enemy fired mortars and heavy guns
during the whole night, but without doing us any injury. :

At noon a flag of truce from below brought up Doctor William R.
Thrall, U. S. Army, released on parole in exchange for Doctor Yan-
dell of the other side.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient

servant, i
C. . Davis,
Captain, Commanding Western Flotilla pro tem, Mississippi River.

Hon. GmeoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Phelps, U, 8. Navy, oommanding U. 8 8 Benton, regarding
: the engagement at Plum Point Bend. -

- U. S. Gunsoar BenToN,

‘ Off Fort Pillow, May 11, 1862.
My Dgar Sir: You will have heard of the fight c)Iresterdmy morn-

ing. Eight rebel gunboats came up to the point, and four or five of
“them proceeded at once toward the Céncinnati, then covering the
motar boat, one of the rebel boats, with masts, being considerably in
advance. - Captain Stembel, in the most gallant manner, steamed up,
rounded to, and opening fire, stood down for the rebels. As he
approached the fire was withheld, the ram striking: Stembel’s vessel
in the quarter and swinhging both broadsides to, when;\the muzzles
absolutely against the rebel boat, a broadside was poured into her,
making a terrible crashing in her timbers.. The rebel swinging clear
made downstream, with parting salute of other guns, in a helpless
condition, By this time the Benton, Mound City, and Carondelet
were far enough down, half way at least, to Stembel’s assistance to
open an effective fire; the Pittsburg not yet-clear of the bank and the
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Cairo just sending: a boat out to cast off her hawsers. The .S
Louis came down pretty well; two rams were making for the Cincin-
natt and one again hit her in the stern, receiving the fire of the stern
guns. That boat struck Stembel twice, doing little damage, but
using sharpshooters to such effect as to dang’erously‘ wound Stembel
and the fourth master, Mr. Reynolds, and one man in the leg. By
this time we were in their midst and I had the satisfaction to blow
up the boilers of the ram that last hit the (incinnati by a shot from
our port bow 42 rifle- I fired it deliberately with that view, and
when the ram was trying to make another hit. Another ram had
now hit the Mound Ciéty in the bows, and had received the fire of
every gun of that vessel in the swin%ing that followed the contact.
We interposed between .another and the Mound City and the rascal,
afraid to hit us, backed off, when he also blew up from a shot I fired .
from the same rifle, hitting only a steam pipe or cylinder. All their
rams drifted off disabled and the first one that blew up could not
have had a soul remaining alive on board, for the explosion was™
terrific. We could have secured two or three of them had we had
steam power to do so, but-as it was, saw them drift down helpless
‘under: the. fort, and one is said to have sunk in deep water. The
mortar boatmen acted with great gallantry, firing away to the end.
The rebels fired two 32-pounder shots through the mortar boat and
two volleys of musketry into her, without hurting a man. :

The Mound Oityha.d her bow pretty much wrenched off and was
run onto the shoal opposite where we had been lying. The Cincin-
natt ran’to the bank below where we laid when you left, and sunk in
11 feet water. '

The Champion, steamer, fortunately arrived, having on board a
20-inch steam pump, and the Mound: City is now afloat, but greatly
damaged. The Cincinnati will be raised in twenty-four hours. My
plan of logs suspended is immediately to be tried. The wounded of
the squadron-are 5 ; killed, none. Stembel we hope will recover. He
did splendidly; so all did, saving as above stated. The loss of the
rebels must be very heavy; their vessels were literally torn to pieces,
and some had holes in their sides through which a man could walk.
Those that blew up——it makes me shudder to think of them. :

I have written very hastily, knowing that you would be anxious to
hear and would find excuses for my style and writing, in remember-
ing witb what busy circunistances we must be surrounded just now,
and I am very nervous from an unwonted amount of exertion and
movement. I count off‘the days, anxious for them to roll around,
when you will return, and the Eastport, with some power, come to the
squadron with your flag ﬂying. } .o ’

All hands went into the fight with a will. We have no news from
below. Colonel Fitch will land his force in the morning.

This T believe is the first purely naval fight of the war.

May heaven bless you, my dear sir, and restore you to us in health
very soon. ‘

Respectfully and very truly, yours,

" Flag-Officer A. H. Foors, U, S. Navy,
' Cleveland, Ohio.

S. .L. PuELps.
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Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. 8. Navy, regarding the engagement at
Plum Point Bend. .

U. S. Navar Depor,
Cairo, May 13, 1862.

My DEear Frag-Orricer: Mr, Mitchell has just arrived here on the
Pollard with Captain Stembel, who is attended by Doctor Beau-
champ, of the G'reat Western. : o

I am most happy to be able to state that the captain’s wound, al-
though very severe, and causing him a vast deal of suffering, will not
prove fatal. The ball entered his shoulder just above the shoulder
blade, on the right side, and passing through the neck, came out in
the front of the throat, directly under the chin. The surgeon is of
the opinion that no arteries have been severed and that no secondary
hemorrhage will ensue, particularly as at the present time he is so
rapidly improving in his breathing.

he attack, it appears, was not intended to be a general one on the
art of the rebels, but merely an endeavor to sink the gunboat guard-

ing the mortar, to cut the latter loose and allow it to drift down with
the current and then secure it for their own use. The rebel fleet made
its appearance at a few minutes past 7 o’clock on Saturday morning—
eight gunboats and rams and two or three tugs. o

They made directly for the mortar which had greeted their appear-
ance by a shell which exploded directly over the largest boat. The
Cincinnati was guarding the mortar, and immediately slipped her
hawser, and stood out to meet them, apparently endeavoring to get
below and fight them bow on, but failed. One of the rams then
made for her and struck her twice astern, doing but little injury.
The other was preparing to assist her when the Mound City came
" into the fight, thus leaving the Cincinnati but one antagonist. At

this juncture Captain Stembel so handled the Cincinnati, and at the
same time shooting the pilot of the ram, she veered and struck the
Cincinnati on the plating amidship. As she struck a broadside was
poured into her fr()n%l_tf_&_dincinnati, which disabled her, and she
drifted away from the action and at the same moment Captain
Stembel was shot from the deck of the ram; one of the sailors killed
the man who shot him immediately. All of the boats were engaged
by this time. The Benton fired into one of them and it is said blew
her up.” The Cincinnati had received a blow on her starboard quar-
ter, which opened her clear to the shell room, and when the rebels
retreated she was run out on the bar, immediately below where the
Benton formerly lay, and where she settled in 12 feet of water. The
Mound City received a blow in the bow which damaged her con-
siderably, and she ran her head on the bank and rigged a temporary
bulkhead. She arrived here to-day for repairs. As soon as I re-
ceived word that she was coming I sent for Mr. Hambleton and made
arrangements for having her hauled out immediately. ‘

She will be ready for service in about four days. Fortunately for
us I had sent down the steamer ('hampion, whose boats have pumps
rigged for pumping out sunken vessels, and after she had pumped
the water out of the Mound City, and assisted her part of the way up

_the river, she started back to raise the Cincinnati. 1 also sent down
the submarine bell boat and I hope in a short time to be able to inform
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you that she is raised. The Louisville has also joined the flotilla. I
sent to-day your keys and the letter of General Villepigue by mail.
Trusting that a change of scene and climate may speedily insure
your return to the flotilla, I remain, my dear flag-officer,
Very respectfully, yours,
A. M. PenNocK.
[Flag-officer Foortt.]

Letter from Captain Davis, U, 8, Navy, to Lieutenant-Colonel Hogg, U. 8. Army,
regarding the services of a gunboat.

U. S. Frags-SteAMER BENTON,
Of Fort Pillow, May 11, 1862.

Dear Sir: I have had the pleasure to receive your letter of the
9th instant, to which I have given the most ca_refuf'consideration.

In the action with the rebel fleet yesterday morning two of my
mboats, the Cincinnati and Mound City, were placed hors de com-
at. The enemy, having still a considerable force, lies below the guns

of Fort Pillow and is actively employed in repairing damages. It is
possibly his intention to renew the engagement. [Jnder these cir-
cumstances I, must have the Lowisville with me until the Céncinnat:
and Mound City are ready for service, This will be very soon. I
will leave you the least possible time without a gunboat.

I am expecting some of Mr. Ellet’s rams down the river ever
moment, and I will send you, if not the Louisville, a vessel that will
afford sufficierit protection to the post you command as soon as this
juncture of affairs is terminated.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. Davis,
Captain, Commanding Western Flotilla, Mississippi River.

Lieutenant-Colonel Harvey Hoog,
Commanding U. 8. Forces at Hickman, Ky.

Report of Captain Davis, U. 8§, Navy, referring to the condition of the U. 8.
steamers Cincinnatl and-Mound City.

U. S. Frac-SteamMER BENTON,

: Off Fort Pillow, May 1}, 1862.

Sir: I Lave the honor to inform the Department that nothing new
has transpired since yesterday. . V

The vessels containing the requisite means for clearing the (incin-
nati have arrived, and we are now at work with every promise of suc-
cess. I mentioned in my last dispatch that the Mound City had been
sent to Cairo. I have since learned that her injuries are more serious
tha&l we thought. I hope to be able to send the Cincinnati to Cairo
to-day. »

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

. C. H. Davis,
Captain, Commanding Western Flotilla, Mississippi River.
- Hon. GipEoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Personal lettér of congratulation from Flag-Officer Foote, U. 8. Navy, to Oap- -
tain Davis, U. 8. Navy, on tlie engagement at Plum Point Bend.

Crevevanpo, May 15, 1862.

My Dear Davis: I congratulate you and hope that a vote of thanks

and passage of the naval bill wi]){ make you an admiral for your
ready coming to my relief when too ill to do my duty, and making
such a glorious fight. '

I was interested to find those fellows so plucky, and must confess to
some éit.tle envy in not being able to have taken a hand in your dash-
ing affair.

, % reached here with less fatigue than I anticipated, but was
bored by the good people everywhere to speak and show myself. I
feel it to be unmerited on my part, this wonderful attention, and it is
particularly unpleasant, associated with my leaving to you liability
for another fight at any moment.

I am in a great hurry to return and'relieve you; my heart is with
the flotilla,-but I was in a condition wholly unfit to command when I
left, and did right in leaving, as the interests of the flotilla. required

_it. * * * T feel rather better, and hope in two weeks to leave for

Cairo to join you as soon as possible.

Excuse my incoherent note.
Yours,' ever affectionately, . A. H. Foore.

Letter of congratulation from the :Acting Secretary of the'Navy to Captain
Dayis, U. 8. Navy, forwarding promotion for Acting Master Gregory.

Navy DeparrmEnT, May 16, 1862.

Sir: Your dispatch of the 11th instant, reporting your successful
engagement on the 10th instant, is received. ,

You have performed your whole duty. The officers and men of
the flotilla educated to victory under IFlag-Officer Foote have ful-
filled the expectations of the Department. ' ~

Promote Acting Master Gregory to an acting [volunteer] lieu-
tenant.

T am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. V. Fox,
Acting Secretary.

Flag-Officer Cuas. H. Davis, ,

Commanding (pro tem) the Western Flotilla, Cairo.

Order of Capfain Davis, U. 8. Navy, to L!eutenant;-(!onin;ander Fiteh, U. 8. Navy,
transmitting order for Captain Maynadier, U. S, Army, commanding mortar
fleet. \ -

U. S. Frag-SteaMER BENTON,
Off Fort Pillow, May 16, 1862.

Sir: T enclose herewith an order upon Captain Maynadier, com-
manding the mortar fleet, for the detail of the crews of the navy
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howitzers to be landed in the proposed expedition; each howitzer
will be accompanied by.a seaman from the squadron. -
Very respectfully, your obediernt servant, _
C. H. Davis,

Flag-Officer, Obmmandz‘ng U. 8. Naval Forces, Westerr Waters.

Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fircn, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Steamer Judge Torrence, Mississippi River.

[{Enclosure.]

U. S. Fraa-SteaMER BENTON,
- Off Fort Pillow, May 16, 1862.
Str: It is the intention of the colonel commanding to take with him
four of the mounted navy howitzers in the proposed expedition, and
I will thank you therefore to detail from the mortar fleet a sufficient
number of men for crews for these howitzers. This number will be
fixed bfr Lieutenant Commanding Fitch. One man from the squad-
ron will accompany each howitzer.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: , C. H. Dayis,
Flag-Officer, Commanding U. 8. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Captain H. E. May~Napier, U. S. Army,
' Commanding Mortar Fleet, Mississippi River.

Report of Captain Davis, U. 8, Navy, regarding condition of injured naval vessels
and referring to discussion of plan of attack upon Fort Pillow.

U. S. Fras-Steamer BeNTon,
Off Fort Pillow, May 16, 1862.

Sir: The gunboat Cincinnati left for Cairo last evening, The injury
she sustained proved to be much more serious than gt first reportec?.
It is reported to me that the repairs on the Mound City are nearly
concluded. ,

‘General Q,uinbﬁ', from Island No. 10, visited me this morning early,
in compan¥ with Colonel Fitch, commanding the brigade at this
‘place. . A plan of combined operation having for its object the capture
of Fort Pillow was discussed and agreed upon. The prelimmary .
steps are now in progress. :

fhave the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient

servant,
‘ C. H. Davis,
Captain, Commanding Western Flotilla,
-Mississippi River, pro tem. .
Hon, GioeoNn WELLES, .
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Phelps, U, 8, Navy, regarding various matters of interest.

‘ . U. S. GunsoaT BeNTON,
Off Fort Pillow, May 17, 1862.

My Dear Sir: Since my very hurried letter after the fight the other
morning I have absolutely been unable to write. :
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o The Cincinnati was only raised night before last and got off for
airo, : —

The bell boat had no crew, and we had trouble about the machine.
Mr. Hoel was left alone. One master killed and two sick. We ran
the Benton to the stern of the Cincinnati and remained there.till she -
left, and I assisted Mr. Hoel, besides getting logs, chains, railroad
iron, etc., with which to secure the boats against rams, We are put-
ting railroad iron about the stem of this boat, which is her weak part.
General Quinby is coming down with some artillery, cavalry, and in-
fantry, and a combined attack is to be made on the fort in about three
days’ time. Everything has been quiet about the fort and where the
gunboats lie below. Two of their rams are missing. Deserters. say
that 108 were buried from their vessels after the fight. A good many
deserters and refugees are coming in and passing up to Cairo, some
30 to 50 per day. ' '

We are now anchored across the river a little below where we lay
when yon left. Captain Dove is here with the Louisville. Now we
have the (Pairo, Pittsburg, and Louisville to “ count ” among the six
vessels of the fieet. I would rather have either one of the other two
than all thice. Kilty did handsomely in the fight. Neither the
Pittsburg nor Cairo got into it, and the S¢. Louis can hardly be
said to have done so. Commander Davis now has got the run of
matters very well. The plan of attack proposed is the old one—land
on the bluff, open heavy mortar fire, and follow up with attack by
gunboats, What the rebel boats can do remains to be seen. ,

The great craft building in Memphis has been taken up the Yazoo
to be finished, and a mechanic from there says it will be fifteen days
before she will be ready. We must catch her there before she ¢an
be fitted out. I have not time this morning, being so much inter-
rupted, to write about all the little matters of the fleet of which I
know you would like to be informed. Suffice it to say that things go
much as before. I miss you a great deal, as all do, though, of course,
with such a gentleman as Captain Davis there could be nothing but
the most agreeable relations. Captain Pennock writes that the Z'ast-
port will be ready in thirty days. I trust then you may be entirely
“ recovered and come to realize a little pleasant cruising in what will

be the dashing vessel of the fleet. Thirty days make but a little count
and will soon pass. -
I am, respectfully and very truly, yours,

Flag-Officer A. H. Foorg, U. S. Navy,
Cleveland, Ohio.

S. L. PuELrs.

Appointment“i)y Cdptain Davis, U, 8. Navy, of Robert B. Smith as fourth master
on the U. 8. 8. Cincinnati, for faithful performance of duty.

U. S. Frac-STEAMER, BENTON,
, Off Fort Pillow, May 18, 1862.
Sir: In consequence of the faithful and energetic manner in which
-you have performed the duties of executive officer of the gunboat
Cincinnati since our late engagement, made known to me by the re-
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port of Acting [Volunteer] Lieutenant Hoel, you are hereby ap-
pointed fourth master-of that vessel, to fill the vacancy occasioned by
the death of the gallant and-lamented Mr. Reynolds. -
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. Davis, .

Flag-Officer, Commanding U. 8. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

 Rosr. B. SmiTH, Esg,v
Fourth Master Gunboat Cincinnati, Cairo, I11.

Report of Captain Davis, U, 8. Navy, announcing the arrival of ;ginforOnements.

U. S. Fraa-Steamer BEnton, :
‘ Off Fort Pillow, May 21, 1862.
Sir: I have the honor to say to the Department that General
Quinby arrived last evening with reinforcements.
'He 1s employed to-day in a reconnoissance, which is to determine
the route to be taken by the troops. -
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient

servant, .
' C. H. Dauvis,
Captain, Commanding Western Flotilla, Mississippi River.

- Hon. Gipeon WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D .C.

—~—

[Telegram.]

i ’ Carro, May 21, 1862.
(Received 22d, 12:15 a. m.)

Advices from flotilla announce probable evacuation of Fort Pillow.
The steamer Aennett, which went down with flag of truce with num-
ber of prisoners to he exchanged, returned to flotilla without seeing
any signs of life at the fort, or as far as could be seen below it.
‘General impression is that enemy has fallen back on Fort Randolph,
12 miles below. Two hours after the Kennett returned, rebel steamer
with flag of truce came up from below, took off prisoners from
Kennett, and steamed down the river. _

H. E. THAYER.

Colonel E. S. SANFORD.

Report of Captain Davis, U. 8. Navy, acknowledging Department’s letter of
: commendation. .
U. S. Frac-Steamer BENTON,
, , OF Fort Pillow, May 22, 1862. _
‘Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the very
grati'fiying letter 'of the Department of the 16th instant. Its ap-
proval and commendation of the conduct of the officers and men of
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the Western Flotilla in the naval engagement of the 10th instant
will be an additional stimulus to them to perform their duty again
on a similar occasion, -

In compliance with the orders of the Depertment, I shsll have the
pleasure to Fromote Acting Master Gregory to the rank of acting
[ volunteer] lieutenant, dating the appointment on the 10th-instant.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient

servant, .
' \ C. H. Davis,
Flag-Officer; Commanding Western Flotilla.
Hon. Gipeon WELLES, :
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Semioficial report of Lieutenant Phelps, U.'S. Navy, regarding matters of interest.

U. S. GuneoaT BENTON,
Near Fort Pillow, May 22, 1862.

My DEar Sir: * * * , ,

The Mound City is now here ready for service again, and the Cin-
eénnati will be ready in about one week. It is strange how that inevi-
table month in the case of the Eastport drafs its slow length along,
never beginning, always one day in advance of present time. To-day’s
mail informs us that she will be ready in one month; so did the mail
on the 22d of April last. General Quinby examined the river bank
opposite Fulton to-day, and the guns have arrived to put in battery
there, so that by day after to-morrow we may hope to have something
doing. The commodore sent Captain McGunnegle down with the
party reconnoitering. Seven gunboats are reported at Fulton. They
are all, except one or two, strangers to the colonel, those exceptions
being the rams, that came up before to attack. All the boats there
now are probably rams. Driving those away with a battery, so as
not to be in our way while under the fort, is, of course, leaving us
free for the 'main work. Some of the boats are secured to'a consid-
erable extent about the bow and stern and all have logs’suspended
along the sides where is no plating. We are putting railroad iron on
“the stern and quarters of this vessel. The rebels have ‘dismounted
nearly every gun on their vessels, depending on small-arms and rams.
Jeff Thompson, the nightmare of every post commander on the’ Mis-
sissippi, is the commander of the rebel fleet just below us, yet ‘the
commandant at New Madrid this night lies in an unquiet bed, assured .
that the immortal Jeff is after him with those naked and starved
swamp rats. -The Zyler and Lexington are forced out of the Ten-
nessee by low water, and will join the fleet here, being much needed.
Will you believe it, application was made for :them to remain ‘at
Cairo to protect that place, there being considerable apprehension?
The Conestoga is to look after Hickman and Columbus and will be
within call of Cairo. Affairs %o on much as usual with the squadron.
Some few changes among the lower officers caused by sickness. Mr.
Thomas M. Parker has gone as fourth master to the Loudsville. I
fear 'he will fail. ‘Mr. Reed has applied for a master’s mateship
on board the Great Western. 1 suggest sending Mr. Henry Wilkins
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there and keeping Mr. Reed here, as the better of the two for
~our purposes. Captain Walke I have not seen for several days.
Little Thompson is very busy getting his vessel secured, so that when
the rebels come around the point again he can pitch into them. Of
the Cairo nothing is known except that she was heard of to-day as
wanting coal, being about out of that commodity and pretty much
run ashore for provisions. The 8. Louis, I am satisfied, will now be
found u}I) to time everywhere. That hospital boat has not yet come
down. It takes so long to do anything. There are a good many sick;
in this vessel more than one-tenth. ‘
Lk * * . * * * *

Very respectfully and truly, yours,
: S. L. PHELPS.

Flag-Officer A. H. Footg, U. S. Navy,
Cleveland, O hio.

Order of Captain Davis, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant McGunnegle, U. §. Navy, com-
manding U. 8. 8. 8t. Louis, to assist in army reconnoissance.

U. S. Frac-SteaMER BENTON,
: Off Fort Pillow, May 22, 1862.
Sik: You will report yourself this Thursday morning at 7:30
o’clock to Brigadier-General Quinby, commanding the military forces
of the United States at this point, to take part'in a reconnoissance to
be made under his direction at and near Craighead Point, [ Ark.].
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. Davis,
Flag-Officer, Comdg. U. 8. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Lieutenant Commanding W. MeGunn~rcLE, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Gunboat St. Louis, Mississippi River.

Order of Captain Davis, U.‘ 8. Navy, to Lieutenant Blodgett, U. 8. Navy, com-
manding U. 8. S. Conestoga, to assist in army reconnoissance.

U. S. Frag-SteAMER BenTON,
: Off Fort Pillow, May 23, 1862.
Sir: On the receipt of this communication you will consider your
vessel at present subject to the orders of General Quinby. Any pre-
vious orders conflicting with this are hereby canceled.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. Davis,

Flag-Officer, Comdg. U. 8. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Lieutenant Commanding G. M. Brooeerr, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Gunboat Conestoga, Mississippi River.
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Report of Lieutenant Blodgett, U. S. Navy, of receipt of orders.

U. S. Gunsoar CONESTOGA,
Off Hickman, Ky., May 23, 1862.
Sr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of my orders,
dated May 22, 1862. I shall act in obedience to them and inform you
if anything of importance transpires.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. M. BropgEeTrT,
] Lieutenant, Commanding, U. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer C. H. Davis,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters.

{

Report of Lieutenant Blodgett, U. S. Navy, of, receipt of orders,

U. S. Gunroar CoNESTOGA,
Off Columbus, Ky., May 24, 1862.
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I have received your
communication dated May 23, 1862, placing this vessel under the
orders of General Quinby. -
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ‘
. M. Brobcerr,
Lieutenant, Commanding, U. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer C. H. Davis,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Report of Captain Davis, U. 8, Navy, giving the results of a reconnoissance by
Brigadier-General Quinby, U, 8. Army.

\
U. S. IFnae-Steamer BenTON,
Off Fort Pillow, May 2/, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that the result of
General Quinby’s reconnoissance is that he considers a greater num-
ber of troops than that which he has with him necessary for the suc-
cess of the operations we have had in contemplation.

‘He has returned to Hickman with his command, where he will wait
for reinforcements. ,

We have reliable information concerning the enemy’s force on
shore and afloat. The force on shore numbers about 3,000 men, in-'
cluding a well-trained Louisiana regiment of 1,200 men. The force
afloat has recently been increased by the addition of another gun-
boat or ram. ' o ‘

Since I last wrote the Department, Lieutenant Colonel Ellet has
brought down four of the rams, hastily prepared for service. I
have no doubt that they will be useful in the event of another engage-
ment.

* The Mound City has rejoined the flotilla,

All the gunboats are to be defended forward and aft in their weak

and unprotected .parts by a framework of cypress logs.
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It is far from my expectation that the rebel gunboats will venturée
to renew the attack.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient

servant,
) ‘ ‘ C. H. Davis,
Flag-Officer, Commanding Western Flotilla,
: B Mississippt River, Pro tem.
‘Hon. GipeoN WELLES, :
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. €.

Letter from Colonel Fitch, U. 8. Army, to Captain Davis, U. S. Navy, inform-

Elglolvxvim of the operations of the enemy in strengthening the wqus at Fort

. HEADQUARTERS, |
On board Steamer Henry Von Phul, May 26, 1862.
Dear Sir: The enemy in Fort Pillow have within the past few
days repaired and remotinted one battery near the water line, and
have a considerable force now at work upon another, which is assum-
in‘b%somewhat large proportions. :

These facts I know from personal observation had this p. m. from
the shore of the main channel of the river opposite the fort. They
may have been previonsly known to you, yet I deem it my duty to
communicate them, notwithstanding the seeming probability from
the long silence of.our mortar fleet that the policy concluded upon
may be to permit the enemy to quietly complete his works. '

Yours, respectfully, - G N. Frc
. N. Frron,

: Colonel, Commanding Brigade.
Commodore Davis, :
Commanding Flotilla.

Report of Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet off Fort Pillow, ready for aggres-
_sive action, o

Apove Forr PiLLow, May 26, 1862.

I arrived at my fleet yesterday, leaving one of my boats at New
Albany, ready to follow in twenty-four hours. The others are all
here. ‘

I visited Commodore Davis immediately to obtain his views and
offer cooperation. The commodore intimated an unwillingness to
assume any risk at this time, but will communicate with me again,
after further reflection, touching my proposition to him to run below
these batteries and surprise the enemy’s fleet and transports before
they can escape up the tributaries,

’Iyo me, the risk is greater to lie here with my small guard and with-
in an hour’s march of a strong encampment of the enemy, than to run
by the batteries and make the attack. I shall,if necessary, repeat the .
proposition the moment the Switzerland arrives with the barges I
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have prepared to shelter the boats. I wish to take advantage of the
high water.
Respectfully, : CHARLES ELLET, Jr., ‘
- Colonel, Commanding.
Hon. E. M. StanToN, o
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.

Report of Brigadier-General Quinby, U. 8. Army, commanding District of the
‘ - Mississippi. .

HEeapQuarters DistrICT OF THE MIssIssippl,
Columbus, Ky., May 24, 1862.

Caprain: I have the honor to submit for the information of the
ma(%or-%leneral commanding the following report:

n the 19th instant I proceeded to the flotilla above Fort Pillow
with such troops as could safely be withdrawn for a short time from
the several posts within this district. I was induced to do this on
representations made me that there was a very small rebel force in-
and about Fort Pillow, and that our troops already there, under the
command of Colonel Fitch, needed-to be only slightly reinforced to
enable us to make a demonstration by land, which, in connection with
an attack by our gun and mortar boats, would insure a speedy sur--
render of the rebel works. ’

On reaching the flotilla I began to inform myself of the position
and character of the enemy’s works and of the number and dispo-
sition of his troops. A personal reconnoissance satisfied me that his
position was very strong, and that a land approach with my small
command was impracticable. Spies, deserters, and refugees all con-
curred in stating that there were in and about the fort.three old and
well-filled regiments, averaging at least 1,000 effective men ; that thére
was, besides near by a battery of six 6-pounder pieces, and on Chick-
asaw Bluff, about 6 miles from the fort, another battery of four 12-
pounders.

During my stay at the flotilla I had frequent and free consultations
with Captain Davis, commanding the fleet, and at all times found him
ready and anxious to cooperate with me in any plan that might seem
to give reasonable promise of success; but he was unwilling to attempt -
running by Fort Pillow with part of his gunboats and place them
between it and Fort Randolph unless we had shore batteries on the
Arkansas side of the river, under which the boats could take refuge
in the event of their being crippled either by the guns of the fort or
the rebel gunboats. There was no possible means of establishing a
battery on the side of the river opposite to and below the fort in the
present condition of the ground, except by carrying the guns and
ammunition along a levee for a distance of 8 miles; the whole of
which is completely commanded by rebel batteries. This, hazardous
as it was, we were about to undertake, and had already repaired the
breaks in the levee at those points where the brush and timber con-
cealed the workmen from observation on the other side. The suc-
cess of the undertaking required that the battery should-be con- -
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daylight the following morning,

On Thursday, the 22d, the repairs of the levee were made as far
as it could be prudently done, and a strong picket was thrown out to
prevent the landing of thie enemy and the discovery of our work, and
consequently of our -intentions.” During the night one of the men
who, without the knowledge of the rest, went in front of the line, re-
fused on his return to answer the challenge; and wis shot dead by
two of our pickets firing on him at the. same instant. The noise
alarmed the-enemy; and a strong detachment was immediately sent
over ‘the river, which attacked and drove in our pickets; Qur work
must have been-discovered by them, and it Woulé) be charging them
with gross stupidittl}]' not to suppose our plan betrayed; besides, on
Friday mornin%, a heavy rain set in, which of itself would have ren-
dered a delay of at least two days necessary in the prosecution of our
work. In the meantime rumors were reaching me of the concentra-
tion of a.strong rebel force in the vicinity of Trenton, for the object,
it was reported, of attacking Hickman and Columbus. As these
rumors were confirmed by the refugees from the conscription, and
as I saw no good that could be accomplished by remaining longer at
the flotilla, %started back on Friday afternoon, and the troops are
nqvivddistributed in the district as they were before the expedition
sailed. -

In conclusion, permit me to express the opinion that with a prop-
erly organized force of 5,000 men I doubt not the easy, and perhaps
bloodless, capture of Forts Pillow and Randolph so soon as the roads
leading from the river; by which the rear of their works can be
gained; become practicable for artillery; but in the present ¢condition
of the country about here it would be unwise to withdraw from the.
different posts within this'district troops enough to constitute an ex-
pedition sufficient for such an undertaking,

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

I. F. Quinsy,
Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding District.

"' Captain J. C. Krrrox,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the Mississippi.

structed: in a single'night; and that all should be in readiness before

Letter from Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, to.Captain Davis, U. S, Navy,
requesting: pass for an official messenger. ‘

. SteaM RAM QUEEN oF THE WEsT, May 26, 1862,
Colonel. Ellet: wishes to send. the bearer, Mr. Roberts; with a mail
and;official dispatches to the Secretary of War; and will be obliged
to Commodore: Davis, if it is compatible with the discipline he has
established; to order that a pass from Colonel Ellet shall be sufficient
to allow his: messengers to:go on the mail boats on public business,
so as to avoid: detention and the necessity of. establisﬁing. a-separate
line for his fleet:
Commodore Davis.. ‘



32 _NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS,

Letter from céptain Davis, U. 8. Navy, to Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet,
furnishing pass requested by the latter. 4 :

U. S. FLAG-sTEAMER BENTON,
: : OF Fort Pillow, May 26, 1862.
Dear Sir: I have the pleasure to send you herewith a pass for your
orderly, Mr, Roberts, which I have put in a general form in order
that he may make use of it from day to day."
. If Colonel Ellet should desire to add.a second messenger, a steward
or servant, he can do so upon his own order, which the captains o
the mail boats will be required to respect as a sufficient authority.
I have the pleasure to be, colonel, with great respect, your most
obedient servant,
- ; C. H. Davis,

Flag-Officer.
Colonel Ellet, etc., ~

Colonel E. will be oblfged to make provisions for the subsistence

of his orderly, etc.
\

Letter from Colonel Ellet, commé.nding Ram Fleet, to Captain Davis, U. 8, Navy,
proposing to run below Fort Pillow and attack the Confederate fleet.

StEAM RAM QUEEN OF THE WEST,
\ Above Fort Pillow, May 28, 1862.

Commopore: Referring to the suggestion which I submitted when
I called on you the 25th instant, for a combined movement with a
view to surprise and destroy the enemy’s gunboats, rams, and trans-
ports, now lying below the guns of Fort Pillow, I beg leave to sug-
%est in addition that, unless such a movement is promptly made, I

ear the opportunity for it may possibly be lost altogether.

The river is now in good condition but falling rapidly. Commo-
dore Farragut’s fleet is p,robabl¥ advancing, and as it approaches
Memphis the rebel steamers of all classes will doubtless seek to hide
in tributaries which are now navigablé for them to enter, but which,
if our advance is delayed, may not be navigable for us when we wish
to pursue. , A

I would be pleased, therefore, if the proposition, after the consid-
eration you have given it should meéet your conicurrence, to join the
whole or a portion of rams under my command to the whole or even
a single one of your gunboats, and placing them all under the shelter
of barges which I have prepared for the purpose, and hope will very
soon arrive, run below Fort Pillow by daylight and attack the rebel
fleet wherever it can be found. o

The stern-wheel boats which 1 have provided and fitted up as rams
will make excellent towboats for carrying along any amount of coal
which may be needed to run as far as we may wish and return.

The importance of this movement is, I think, likely to-be very
great, in view of the battle which is now daily expected-at Corinth.
If that battle results in-our favor, by occupying the river below and -
by destroying the rebel fleet, we will deprive the defeated army of its
means of crossing the Mississippi and renewing the contest on the
other side. If the battle should result in our defeat, we can still
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afford most valuable service by cutting off the river supplies of the
enemy. S
Sugmittin% this suggestion again for your consideration, I have
the honor to be, commodore, with high respect, your obedient servant,
, - - Cuarces ELLeT, Jr.,
v L . Colonel, Commanding, ete.
Commodore C. H. Davis, 4
Flag-Officer of the Mississippi Gunboat Squadron.

Minutes of conversation between Commodore Davis, U, S. Navy, and Colonel
Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, above Fort Pillow, May 27, 1862,
\

I proposed an advance of our joint fleets, pass Fort Pillow, sur-
prise and attack the enemy’s gunboats, etc., below, and hold the river
there.

‘The commodore would consider it, and did not feel disposed at
resent to incur any risk. He was apprehensive of a movement be-
ow, but in case of disaster the commerce and cities above might be
exposed to the rebel gunboats. ' , ,

March 27—2 o’clock p. m., received a message from the commo-
dore requesting me to send a boat down the river to protect some
mortar boats which had just commenced shelling the enemy. He
'had sent the Carondelet.

Letter from Captain Davis, U 8. Navy, to Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet,
proposing mode of attack upon Fort Pillow and Confederate fleet.

U. S. FLAG-STEAMER -BEN.TON,
Off Fort Pillow, May 28, 1862.

.DEar Siz: I have thought over a great deal the subject of our con-
versation on Monday morning, and have come to the following con-
clusion: _

It will be most expedient and proper that the gunboats should take
the front rank in a naval engagement with the enemy, and that the
rams, coming up in the rear, should watch for an opportunity, either-
to take the enemy in the flank, to assail any straggler, to assist an
disabled vessel of our squadron, and to pounce upon and carry o
any disabled vessel of the enemy. - = = _

'?[7‘h‘e gunboats of the flotilla and the rams bear to each other the
relation of heavy artillery and light skirmishers; to expose the laiter
to the first brunt and shock of battle would be to misapply their pe-
culiar usefulness and mode of .warfare, - T

It is my wish, therefore, in the event of a naval engagement, that
the rams under your command should follow in the rear and on the
wings of my squadron; particular instructions being given to their
captains to profit by every opportunity of assailing a vessel of the

~

enemy’s flotilla, or making a prize of one of his disabled boats.

- If these directions are agreeable to you, I will-thank you to com-

municate them to the captains under your immediate command; if

not, we will confer again upon tho subject. ‘
49518—N W B—voL 23—09——3
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When one or more of ‘the mortar boats go down to take the station
* for bombardment I will thank you to direct one of the rams to go-
down also and take a station near them,and to be ready to encounter
a sudden dash on the part of one:of the rebel rams. But I take the
liberty to say, colonel, that the rams, being, as they are, unarmed,
incur an unnecessary risk in running under the range of the enemy’s
guns as the ram now on guard has done this morning, and that it
would be a matter of great mortification if any vessel of our combined
squadron were to suffer an injury from the guns of the rebels without

the means of retaliation. , :

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, ,

. ‘C. H. Davis,

Flag-Officer, Commanding Western Flotilla, Mississippi River.

Colonel EvLLET, .
Steamer Queen of the West, Mississippi River. -

Letter from Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, to Captain Davis, U, 8, Navy
regarding method of coqpqratlon. .

QUEEN OF THR WEST,

. Above Fort Pillow, May 28, 1862.
DEear Sir: I have just received your note of to-day, touching the
subject of our conversation of Sunday morning and the mode in which
the rams can best cooperate with the gunboats in resisting an attack
‘by the enemy. . o .

The enclosed communication, which I had written this morning and
was about to send to you when I received your note, will explain the
current of my own thoughts on the same subject, my view being, as
you will perceive, to act as soon as possible, on the offersive. I will
much obliged to you for your views on the suggestions which I
have ventured to sugmit in this note, whenever your conclusion is
formed. ; e V '
I concur in your opinion of-the needless exposure of the rams to the
enemy’s guns, to which you allude, and had myself gone out to forbid
it, and to direct them to lie above the mortars which it is their busi-
ness to guard. But I was myself on board the little tug which subse-
quently dropped down below Craighead Point, wishing to see the posi-
tion of the batteries which it may presently be necessary for me to
pass by, and to obtain a precise knowledge of the bearing of the chan-
nel from the pilots on board. , . o )
Allow me to add, commodore, that almost the only efficient service
these rams can render is that for which they were specially built,
viz, to run into the enemy, with good speed and head on, and sink him.
With that view my instructions which T have given have been to -
wait while we remain here until the enémy advances so far above the
Point that he can not refuse the collision and retreat, and then go in,
each boat for itself, and strike wherever the blow can be deélivered

to the best advantage. o T S
I fear it would be unsafe to change this order at this late hour for
to-night, but I will be very happy to confer with you fully on the
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whole subject 0 that the orders for the future may be well under-
stood and made as simple as possible.
‘ I am, with high respect, your obedient servant,

. CHARLES ELLET, Jr.,
Oolonel, C’ommandmg, ete..
Commodore C. H. DAVIS ’

Flag-O;ﬁcer, ete.

Letter from Captain Daviy, U, 8, Navy, to Colonel Fitch, U. S. Army, regarding
‘meysures for the relief of refugees

MAY 29, 1862

Coroner: It was my intention to have-the C’onestoga up the river
ngsmsmppl] to afford relief to the refugees along its banks and to
ring them to this place [Fort Pillow?] for protection or for pas-
sage to Cairo. But the state of affairs at Hickman and in that
vicinity renders it expedient that the Conestoga should remain under
the orders of General Quinby.
Urider these circumstances it will be necessary to employ a ‘trans-’
port for this service, in execution of which I invite _your cooperation.
I will put a howitzer on board the steamer Wisconsin or Champion,
lacmg er under the command of Lieutenant Erben, of the Navy,
1f you will have the goodness to put on board what, in your judgment,
will be a sufficient number of troops with their subsmtence for a day.
You will dispatch her as soon as possible after recelvmg your reply
to this communication.
I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your most obe-
dient servant,
C. H. Davis,

Flag Officer, Commanding Western Flotilla, Mississippi River.

Colonel G. N. Fyrcw,
Commanding Brigade, Near Fort Pillow, T'enn.

\

Letter from Captain Davis, U. 8. Navy, to Captain Maynadier, U. §. Army,
~ glving information obtained from a deserter regarding mortar practice,

, MAY 29, 1862,

DEAR CapraIN: A very mtelhgent deserter came in this. morning,
who told us, among other-things, that the mortar practice had been
very good yesterday and the day before and that a piece of one of
. the bombs had gone through General Vllleplgue s quarters. .

The name of the man about -whom Captain Pennock wrote -and I
spoke to you about the other day is John Driscoll.

Yours, truly, C i B
AVIS,

Flag Officer, Commanding Western Flotilla, Mississippi Rwer

'H. E. MAYNADIER,
Captain, Tenth Infantry, OOmmandmg Mortar Fleet.
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Report of Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, propOsing to move alone against
Fort Pillow and Confederate fleet, ) '

o Mississippr River,
Above Fort Pillow, May 30, 1862,

Immediately on arriving here, five days ago, I called to see Commo-
dore Davis on the flagship Benton, and then suggested a joint move-
ment to destroy the enemy’s fleet and command the Mississippi below
Fort Pillow. The commodore promised to communicate with me
again on that subject after Igiving it further consideration.

Not hearing from him, I renewed the suggestion in a note three
days afterward, and was promised a reply yesterday. Up to this
time I have not received it. I shall inform him to-day of my readi-
ness to move alone next Monday morning, unless, in the meantime,
he should conclude to allow one or more of his gunboats to partici-
" pate. Delay will be fatal to the usefulness of this fleet.

Respectfully, '
Cuarues Evver, Jr.,
Colonel, Commanding Ram Fleet.
Hon. E. M. StanTon,
Secretary of War.

Letter from Brigadier-General Quinby, U, 8. Army, to Captain Davis, U. 8, Navy,
regretting inability to cooperate.

HEeapQuarTERS D1sTRICT OF THE MISSISSIPPI,
Columbus, Ky., May 30, 1862.

Commopore: Your favor of the 28th instant was received last even-
ing, and, though I have nothing of importance to communicate, T re-
ply to it thus promptly to express my high appreciation of its kind
and cordial tone, and also my unqualified conviction of the wisdom
of your policy in remaining in your present position until events fur-
ther develop themselves. N

I deeply regret my inability, as now situated, to cooperate with you
effectively. rg}rm safety of the different points within my district is of
the first importance, and I feel that it would be unwise to withdraw
from them, even temporarily, troops enough to aid materially in re-
ducing the rebel works before you. I have both written and tele-
graphed for reinforcements, and hope that Major:General Halleck
can find it in his power to send them. Should he do so, I will call
_upon you at once and consult upon the place of operation. 3
"~ The De Sofo has just arrived with your second note and the Mr.
Jones, escaped from Fort Pillow. . His statements are evidently col- .
ored by his feelings and his desire to have his pérsecutors punished.
As he was a close prisoner while at Fort Pillow, he could have had
but little opportunity to %"ud'ge of the strength of the works and the
number anff disposition of the rebel forces. I am disposed to take his
" statements with some abatement. ; , . ‘

The package of tea was duly received, for which, and your instruc-
tions to the captain of the B. to accept my passes, you will please ac-
cept my heartfelt thanks, .
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1 am, commodore, with high respect, your friend and obedient

servant

’ ’ L. F. QuinBy.
- Commodore C. H. Davis, U. S. Navy, o

Yommanding Western Flotilla, Fort Pillow, T'enn.

Letter from Colonel Fitch, U. 8, Army, tc Captain Davis, U. 8. Navy, regarding
a rumor of the proposed evacuation of Fort Pillow.

May 31, 1862,
Drar Sir: Please examine these men, this morning from the fort.
According to their statement the fort is about to be evacuated to-day
or to-night, although such statements do not accord exactly with the .
further statement that General Price is expected there. I propose to
have the reported expected arrival of four transports to-day watched,
and shall myself go down to take a look at Island.34, where the pres-
ence of a party was yesterday reported. I will send another small

party around Craighead Point to opposite the fort. ‘
" Respectfully, G. N. Fircn,
‘ Colonel, Commanding.

.

Commodore Davis, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Flotilla.

Letter from Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, to Captain Davis, U. §. Navy,
regarding an intended attack upon Confederate gunboat.

- SteaM RaM SWITZERLAND,
: Co - June 1, 1862.
Dear Sir: I am just now informed that a rebel gunboat is lying
opposite the point on the Tennessee shore. I propose, therefore, to
send down a little tug and try to bring her within reach of a couple .
O’ﬁl rams which I will hold in readiness in the bend on the Arkansas
side.

+

Yours, very respectfully, Cuarres Erver, Jr.,

' : Colonel, Commanding, etc.
Commodore C. H. Davis

Flag-Officer, ete.

N

Letter from Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, to Oaptain Davis, U. §. Navy,
stating his intention of running the batteries of Fort Pillow.

co Mississiepr RIver, -
- ~ Above Fort Pillow, June 1, 1862,
‘Commopore: 1 am very anxious, for the reasons already submitted,
to avoid further delays; and I am therefore preparing to run below
TFort Pillow, in accordance with my previous suggestions to you,
weather permitting, at early dawn next Tuesday. :
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The hope of obtaining the SI:Ip"p'o_rt' of at least one gunboat has in-
duced me to_postpone this expedition from day to day, being not only
deeply impressed with the influence which the presence, bearing, and
example of a portion of your brave command would have on my raw
recruits, but also with a sense of the substantial addition to the
sté'ength of my fleet, which the guns of a single armed boat would
afford. V : _

But should you not deem it expedient to allow even one gunboat
{o share this enterprise, permit me to say that I would be very
much gratified to have on board my vessels, as volunteers, the com-
pany of a few of the gallant gentlemen and brave men of your com-
mand, for the sake of the example alone which all connected with
the Navy are sure to offer whenever the opportunity is presented to
them to engage in a daring and patriotic enterprise, ,

I remain, commodore, with high respect, your obédient servant,

‘ OuArLES ELLer, Jr.,
- i Colonel, Commanding, ete.
Commodore C. H. Davis, :
Flag-Offficer, ete.

———

Instructions of Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram.Fleet, regardlﬁg proposed attack
upon Confederate gunboat. . ‘

SteaM RaM SwITZERLAND, -
o ‘ - June 1, 1862.
A rebel gunboat or ram 1s reported on the Tennessee shore below
‘Craighead Point. Lieutenant George E. Currie will go on board the
tender Dick Fulton and take command of Lieutenant Hunter’s de-
tachment and direct Captain Cadman to drop down toward the rebel
boat, but well off from the point, the object being to incur as little
risk as possible from the fire of the fort, though enough, if the posi-
tion of the rebel boat permits it, to induce her to endeavor to capture
the Fulton. R o o
Lieutenant Currie is instructed to drop down stern foremost when
nearing the point, so as to be always ready to retreat. He will move
on his retreat so as to expose the pursuing steamer to an attack from
the Queen of the West, the Lancaster, the Lioness, and the Horner,
which will be kept in position in the bend on the Arkansas side, far
enough above the point to enable them to gain headway at the
moment of collision. o . T e
Lieutenant-Colonel Ellét, who will command the Lancaster, Lieu-
-tenant Crandall of the Lioness,-and Lieutenant Davis on the Horner,
will all act in accordance with their instructions, and*judge by the
motions of the Queen, which will be the flagship in this movement, -
when to make their attack. . o o
If either boat should be disabled she should anchor at once, and it
will be the duty of the others to bring her off. SR SR
’ [C. ErLeT, Jr.], .

COolonel, Commanding.
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I.etter from Captain Davis, U, 8. llavy, to Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram
" . Fleet, extending good wishes for success.

BENTON, June 1, 1862.
Dear Str: I have received your note proposing to brin % a rebel
gunboat within reach of your rams. I heartily wish you all possible
success.
Very respectfuly, your obedient sérvant,
. C. H. Davis,
Oaptam, Commanding Western Flotilla.
- Colonel CHARLES ELLET, Jr.,
- Commanding, etc.

I.etter from Captain Davis, U. 8. Navy, to Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet
decnning cooperation,

U. S. Frac-SteAMER BeNTON,
- Off Fort Pillow, June 2, 186'2
Sir: T have received your letter of yesterday. I decline taking
any part in the expedition which you inform me you are preparing
to set on foot to-morrow morning at early dawn, :
I would' thank you to inform me how far you consider yourself
under my authority; and I shall esteem it a favor to receive from
you a copy of the orders under which you are acting.
Very respectfully, your obedlent servant,
C. H. Davis,

Captain, Commanding Western Flotilla, Mzssza&zppz River.

Cuarres Evier, Jr.,
Colonel, Gommandmg Ram Fleet, Mississippi River.
\

I-etter from Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, to Captain Davis, U. 8. Navy,
commanding Western Flotllla, stating ‘his view of their relations.

B  Musswssrees Rives,
Above Fort Pillow, June 2, 186‘2

' COMMODORE I have received your note of this mornin mformmg
me that you decline taking any part. in the expedition I have been
preparing to set on foot to-morrow morning at early: dawn, and
requestmg me to inform you how far I consider myself under your
authority, and also desmng me to furmsh you a copy of the orders
under .w ich T am acting.

- While regretting smcerel‘ y your mdlsposxtlon to cooperate in a
movement, against the- enemy’s fleet, lying ‘within easy reach, I take
great pleasure in giving you all the mformatlon you ask for. o

T do not consider myself atall under Iyour authority. My fleet was
jﬁtted up. under the ‘orders of the War Department, and was sent for-
ward in great haste, in the hope that it mlght be Here i in time to con-
tribute to avert such a disaster anticipated at the Department as that
which recently befell two of the gun ats when assailed by the rebel

-rams,
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I will, with pleasure, send you such portions of my instructions as
have any relation to my duties here to-morrow morning, merely stat-
ing to you now that it is the expectation and intention of these in-
structions that I shall ncé move against the enemy without your'
concurrence, provided you consider the particular movement which I
propose as bearing hurtfully upon the general operations which you .
are conducting. S , _

In that case it is inténded that your disapprobation shall restrain
me. But I do not understand that you. are to be held in any way
responsible for my operations, or are at liberty ‘to interfere with
them if they merely involve hazard to my own command.

Should you have received any instructions.at all conflicting with
these I would be obliged to you to inform me of the discrepancy.

In the meantime, permit me to say.that I came here to do good
service, and for nothing else, and to that end I shall waive all question
of your right to indicate to me any attack proper to be made; and will
respond to your call with the utmost alacrity, and give you as instan-
taneous and complete use of my whole force as if you had the right
to command it. o : , :

I trust, therefore, that no question of authority need be raised. It
. is my intention to continue, as I have done, to communicate all my,
plans to-you in advance, and to keep prepared to aid in the execution
of all yours as soon as you deem it proper to intrust me with themj;
to do nothing contrary to your wishes, but to move against the enemy
the moment you intimate that you are yourself ready, or that my
advance will not interfere with your own programme,

I continue, commodore, with ﬂigh respect, your obedient servant,

Cuarces Evver, Jr.,
‘ ‘ Colonel, Commanding, ete.

Commodore C. H. Davis,

Commanding Western Flotilla.

Letter from Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, to Captain deis, U. 8, ﬁavy,
regarding the spirit of his instructions from the War Department.

. SteaM RAM SWITZERLAND, .
- Above Fort Pillow, June 3, 1862.

Sir: My instrugtions received from the hqnorabl‘g, Secretary of War
run through various dispatches, the greater portions of which are
wholly irrelevant to the points which now interest you. S

In a dispatch dated April 25, the honorable Secretary uses this
language: ; e ' , .

It is unnecessary to say, except to guard against misapprehension; that the
expedition must move upon the enemy with the concurrence df the naval com-
mander on the Mississippi River, for there must be no conflicting authorities in
the prosecution of war. If any doubt should arise in your mind and you need
further instructions, please telegraph, etc. ' . :

A part of my reply to this dispatch, of the same date, April 25, I
will also quote, as the best means of showing you the spirit of my
instructions:

The clause in your Instructions requiring the concurrence of the naval com-
mander on the Mississippl might embarrass me much. That officer might not
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hayve confidence in my mode of warfare. My purpose has not been to remaln
-with the gunboats, or even to show my fleet there, until ready to push on, pass
-the batterieés, drive my rams agajjst the enemy's armed vessels and transports
wherever they.can be found, relying much on the suddeniiéss and audacity of
the attack for its success, - TR

I fear that the naval commander might not concur in the propriety of such
a movement, which.is not in accordance with naval usage, and that he might
compel me to lie idle above some fortified position until the flood abated, and
the opportunity to surprise the enemy in my own way would be lost.

I trust you may think proper to reconsider this limitation of my authority,
and leave me free to act oi my own judgment, but of course with respectful
deference to the gallant officer in command on the Mississippi, by whose good
advice I certainly shall not fail to profit.

. . o . Ve N . 1\
In response to this, April 26, the honorable Secretary uses the fol-
lowing language: '

The pecullarity of the enterprise which you have undertaken induced. the
expression “ concurrence,” instead of ‘placing you distinctly under the command
of the naval commander. There ought not to be two commanders on the same
element In war{operations, But, as the service you are engaged in is peculiar,

-the naval commander will be so advised, and will be desired not to exercise
direct control-‘over your movements, unless they shall manifestly expose the
general operations on the Mississippi to some unpardonable influence, which is
not however anticipated. : '

The expression,’ “ unpardonable influence,” is doubtless a tele-
graphic misprint, but means some irreparable injury. L

From this you will be able to gather the spirit of my instructions,
which contemplate an advance beyond these fortified positions, when-
ever I may think it practicable or advisable to go by, with the single
reservation that I must respect your objection to the movement, if,
in your opinion, the success of your 'general operations will be jeopar-
dized by that which I propose to undertake, ‘ ,

' ~remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

, CHArLEs EiLLET, JT.,
Colonel, Commanding Ram Fleet.

Commodore C. H. Davis,
) Flag-Officer, ete. -

Report of Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, of proposed attack on Con-
. federate gunboat. ’

‘ - ABOVEF,OI;T Prrrow, June 3, 1862.
I am about to move with two of my boats against a.rebel gunboat
lying under the guns of Fort Pillow. An exaggerated view of the
owers of these rebel rams has spread among my fleet from the gun-
ats, and I feel the necessity of doing something to check the exten-

sion of the contagion,

I am fully impressed with the hazards of this enterprise, but I deem
the object sufficient to warrant the movement. I will take command
of the Queen. My brother, Lieutenant-Colonel Ellet, will follow
‘g’oit}tl the Monarch, so as to double the chance of reaching the rebel

at. .

I wish you to understand, however this enterprise may turn out, -
that it is not a rash act, but one which I have deliberately contem-
plated with a definite and sufficient objéct. ‘

I wish also to place on record the fact that for whatever ill befalls
this fleet you are not responsible, for you have given me from the
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commencement all the support and aid which it was in your power to
contribute. I shall take volunteers only on both boats,

Respectfully, '
‘ - [C. EvpET, Jr.], -
- COolonel, Commanding.
Hon. E. M. StanTON, :
Secretary of War,

Letter from Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, to Captain Davis,"U. fi. Navy,
regarding results of a reconnoissance; _ -

Steam RaM SwiTzerLAND,
Above Fort Pillow, June 3, 186%.

Sir: I sent out a small party last evening under command of
Lieutenant-Colonel Ellet, and: accompanied by a detachment from
the command of Colonel Fitch, and also by several pilots from this
fleet, with a view to ascertaining whether the rebel gunboat was still
lying off the point and in a position where I could reach her with one
of my rams without exposing her too long to the enemy’s batteries. -

Lieutenant-Colonel Ellet has reported to me that the gunboat had
left, and that he then allowed two of his men to go'over to a tow-head
where they could examine the: fortifications on the opposite shore at
" closer view. The conclusion at which he arrived, from what he and
his party saw, was that Fort Pillow is being evacuated. _

I propose to send out another party to-day, if the weather is clear
enough for observation, to go farther down the river, with a view to
ascertain whether the enemy’s fleet may not have also evacuated, and
if it has not, what facilities its position presents to assail it, intend-
ing, if the report should justify the advance, to move immediately
against it. .

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ,
Cuarces Errer, Jr,, -
Oolonel, Commanding.

Commodore C. H. Davis, :

Flag-Officer, etc.

Letter from Captain Davis, U. 8. Navy, to Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet,
defining. the relations between them,' - '

* U. S. Frag-Steamer BentoN, .
Off Fort Pillow, June 3, 1862.
Coroner: I have had the honor to receive your letters of the 2d

and 3d instant, the latter containing a copy of the instructions of the

h Y.

War Department defining your position. -~ . _.
I understand from these instructions that your vessels are not
under my control, that T am not responsible for their movements, and
. that your undertakings do not necessarily require my concurrence or
approval. g o , e
¥ n your arrival here I communicated to you a general outline of
the plan of operations agreed upon between General Quinby and
myself, and when the time arrives for putting it into execution I
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shall have the pleasure to make you acquainted with all the details,
and to invite your coo%;ratmn.‘ In the meantime I have no desire
to oppose or circumscribe. your movements. My opinion is unfavor-
able to your attack, as I understand it, but your mode of warfare is
novel, and the service is peculiar; and under the circumstances of the
cage I willingly defer to your judgment and enterprise. -
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
‘ , C. H. Davs,
Flag-Officer, Oommanding Western Flotilla, Mississippi River.

Colonel Caarres Erier, ,
Commanding Ram Fleet, Mississippi River.
P. S.—1I shall wait with interest to hear the result of your recon-
noissance of to-day. ~

Letter from Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, to Colonel Fitoh, U. 8. Army,
informing him of the continuance of the reconnoissance, o

SteaMm RaM SwitzerrAND,
. B - June 4, 1862. .
DEear S1r: I think it most prudent to let you know that I have just
sent out a very small party to start below the open field, near the
cabins, and move down the levee toward Fulton, to continue the recon-
noissance commenced yesterday. I give you this information to guard
against any mishap from the possible meeting of your scouts and this
little party if you should have any out. , )
Yours, truly, . Cruarces EvvEr, Jr.,
v Colonel, Commanding.
Colonel G. N. FrrcH. ‘

ﬁeport .of Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, regarding the expedition
against the Confederate gunboat.

_ Mississierr River,

R ~ Above Fort Pillow, June 4, 1862.
Sir: For the purpose of testing the temper of a doubtful crew and
ascertaining the strength of the enemy’s position; I determined yes-

terday to take the Queen of the West and try to reach a rebel steamer
lying around Craighead Point undét"the;‘%fﬁns of Fort Pillow. '
The captain, two out of three of the pilots, the first mate, and all
the engineers, and nearly all the crew, 'dgc'liné‘d’ the service, and were

allowed to go off with their baggage to a barge. ;
Hastily forming a new crew of volunteers, I took command of the
boat and directed Lieutenant-Colonel Ellet to follow in the Monarch
at supporting distance. The captain, David*M. Dryden, and all the.
‘crew of the Monarch stood at their posts.. The rebel steamer slipped
lines and escaped before I could reach her. A The firing of the fort
was at short range, and quite brisk, but I think only revealed about
seven or eight guns, corresponding with the count previously made
in two land reconnoissances by Lieutenant-Colonel II)ﬂllest. My boat
was not hit. While the strength of the rebel batteries seems to be
greatly overrated, their fleet of rams and gunboats is much larger
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than mine, It consists of eight }§unboats,‘ which usually lie just be-
low the fort, and four others at Randolph, a few miles farther down.

Commodore Davis will not join me 1n ‘a movement against them,
nor contribute a gunboat to my expedition, nor allow any of his men
to volunteer so as to stimulate the pride and emulation of my own.
I shall therefore first weed out some gad material and then go without
him.

Respectfully, . Cuarves ErvrET, JT.,
_ Colonel, Commanding, ete.
Hon. E. M. StanTON,

Secretary of War, Washington, D. C,

Report of Lieutenant-Colonel Ellet, commanding steam ram Monarch, regarding
the part taken by that vessel in the expedition against the Confederate gun-
+ boat. .
HeADQUARTERS STEAM RaM MoONARCH,
June 4, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to report to you that, in accordance with
your instructions received yesterday, the steam ram Monarch was got
underway immediately after the Qyueen of the West started and fol-
lowed her down the river, keeping at such a distance as not to impede
in any way the action of the Queen and yet near enough to afford
assistance or protection if she should be fortunate enough to engage
the enemy in action. The Monarch was held in this position until she
had been for some minutes in fair range of the enemy’s batteries, and
until the enemy’s gunboat, toward which you were directing the
Queen, was observed to have made good her retreat, and the Queen
was rounding to return upstream. I then ordered the Monarch to be
put about and returned unharmed through the enemy’s fire to our
former anchorage. , , ; - , v

‘It affords me great pleasure here to state that not one man on this
boat, from the first master to the cabin boy, accepted the offer to re-
main behind if they did not like the expedition; every man went.
And it is but justice here to say that eack one acted coolly and pru-
dently in his own department, and did his duty manfully and well,
handling the boat under the enemy’s fire with as much coolness as if
on a holiday excursion. - ’

‘Most respectfully submitted, etec.

‘ Avrrep W. Epizr,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding the Steam Ram Monarch.

"Colonel CuarLes Erver, Jr.,
' Commanding Steam Ram Fleet.

Report of Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, regarding the appointment of
engineers, ’

, Mississiepr River,
: . . Above Fort Pillow, June 4, 186%.
Sir: When all the engineers of the Queen declined the hazard of
the expedition of last evening two young men from my military guard
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offered to handle the en%ine's and run the boat wherever I wished to
take her, and did so coolly and skillfully. ;

I trust that I have not exceeded my authority in detailing R. L.
Groomes and W. W, Jackson, both privates of Company G, Sixty-
third Illinois Regiment, and giving the first the position and pay of
chief, and the second the position and pay of first assistant engineer,
for which they have licenses. I must have men who will stand by the
engines and wheel under all circumstances. Not one of the soldiers
on board hesitated to share the fate of the steamer. ’

Cuarces Erver, Jr.,
Colonel, Commanding, ete.

Hon. E. M. StanTON, :
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.

.

[Telegram,]

Forr PiLrow, TENN.,
: June 6, 1862—4:30 A. M.
Arrangements were completed for a combined assault on the fort at
7 a. m, at a weak and accessible point, but the works were abandoned
last night, and. the guns and commissary stores destroyed. We are.
:}1 possession, but propose proceeding to-day toward Memphis. I
ep : :

ort by mail, «
G. N. Frrcn,
- . Oolonel, Commanding Brigade.
Major-General Pope, ‘ -
Commanding Duistrict of Mississippi.

Report of Colonel Fitch, 'IJ'.' 8. Army, regarding an extended reconnoissance.

Forr Pirrow, TENN.,

L _ June 6, 1869—4:30 a. m.
~On June 1 a laborious reconnoissance was made, which developed
the fact that behind Flower Island, parallel with the chute between
that island and the main shore, an approach to Fort Pillow could be
made by infantry to Cole [Cold] Creek, within 80 yards of the’
enemy’s outer works and near the junction of the creek and Flower.
Island chute, - * * * _ ' ‘ ‘

The following morning this reconnoissance was renewed and its
results verified, and it was also ascertained that at the point where
Cole [Cold] Creek could be crossed not a gun from the batteries could
be brought to bear, while the ridges in the-rear of and overlooking
the fortifications would enable our infantry to approach and com-
mand them,: . . - - o
~‘On the third morning three companies of this command, under
Major Bringhurst, of the Forty-sixth Regiment of Indiana Volun-
teers, was ordered to open a road parallel with the chute, secreted
from observation by the timber on Flower Island and the main-
land. * * * TUnfortunately, four of Colonel Ellet's rams, not
knowing this detail had been sent forward, dropped around Craig-
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head Point, for the purpose of observation, and were fired upon by
the enemy, and the shot overreaching the boats, fell in the vicmltéy
of the working party in the woods, whereupon the major command- -
in% deemed it prudent to retire and abandon:the work. o
t being too late after this unfortunate movement to do anything

more that day, Captain Schermerhorn, of the Forty-sixth Regiment
Indiana Volunteers, was ordered the next morning, with: a detail
from that regiment and the Forty-third Indiana Volunteers, to finish
the contemplated works. This he promptly accomplished undis-
covered by the enemy. * * * All the troops were ordered on board
the transports the same evening, with the intention of surprising and
storming the fort, and all arrangements perfected for having a com-
bined attack between the land forces sm‘dp the gunboats last evening;
but appearances, as well as the statement of a deserter last evening,
made us apprehend that the enemy was evacuating. Therefore, in-
stead of marching by the contemplated route, I dropped down at 3
a. m. with a small party on one of the transports. (the Hattie
Gilmore), preceded by open rowboats, containing Captain Sill and
Lieutenant Troxell, with a few men. We dropped directly but
cautiously toward the fort, and found our apprelggnsions verified.
The enemy was one, having left at-about 1 or 2 o’clock this morn-
ing. * * ’%he Hattie Gilmore, in passing the ram fleet and
Benton, gave notice what her signal would be if the enemy had left
and what if they remained, and was followed very soon by ‘Colonel
Ellet’s rams, and after an interval by the gunboats and the other
transports, the signal that there was no enemy in sight having been
given. Y o

I am not able to stateat this time the amount of property in the
fort, but ‘my impression is .that it can not be properly garrisoned
without a new armament and a corps’of artillerists. For all practical
purposes one or two fgu‘nboats woufd be more effective than my com-
mand of infantry. 1 propose, therefore, to proceed directly toward
Memphis this p. m., leaving one company here to collect the property.
Captain Davis, commanding ﬂotilllt)l, eaves also one gunboat. I
await orders. , .

Yours, respectfully, ~ G. N. Frrcn,
‘ Colonel, Commanding Brigade.
Major-General Joun PorE,
Commanding District of Mississippsi.

¥

Report of Captain Davis, U, 8, Navy, transn{ittlng ocopy of-a delayed dispatch
announcing the evacua_tion‘ of Fort Pillow.

1

- U. S. Frag-STEAMER BENTON, .
S Memphis, June 12, 1862.

Sir: T have the honor to transmit to the Department a.copy of a
telegraphic dispatch which I sent from Fort. Pillow, but which;
through a misag;rehension of the captain of the mail boat, was not
delivered. ' . ,v L v -

I received this morning your telegraphic dispatch of the 10th,
which I have answered by telegraph. SR
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A d1v1310n of the squadron, under Commander A. H. Kllty, was
on the point of sailing for ‘White River to form a junction with
General Curtis, but will now be delayed wuntil Colonel Fitch can
prépare the.commissary transports to. accomfany it,

I have the honor to be very respectfu ly, your most obedient
.servant, ‘

C. H. Davis,
Flag 077icer, Oommandmg Western Flotilla
Mississippi szer, pro "tem.
Hon GIDEON WeLLES,
Seoretary of the Ncwy, Waskzngton, D. C.

[Enclosure——Telegram ]

.S Frac-Steamer Benton,
Fort lelow, Thursday morning, June b, 1869.

Fort Pillow is evacuated; the last of the rebels left between 1 and
2 o'clock this morning.

The artillery and commissary st